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June 16, 2016 
 
Board of County Commissioners 
Clackamas County 
 
Members of the Board: 
 
 
 

A Resolution Certifying Election Results Authorizing General Obligation 
Bonds to Replace Obsolete Emergency Radio Communications System 

 

Purpose/Outcome
s 

Certification of election results and preliminary authorization for bond 
issuance 

Dollar Amount 
and Fiscal Impact 

Authorizes issuance of up to $59,000,000 in debt 

Funding Source As a general obligation bond, the debt service will be paid by directly 
levied property taxes 

Duration No more than 15 years 

Previous Board 
Action 

Multiple BCC discussions. Voted to refer the matter to voters on Feb. 
18th, 2016. 

Strategic Plan 
Alignment 

1. Build a Strong Infrastructure: this bond issuance will support 
reconstruction and expansion of emergency radio infrastructure, to 
allow for reliable and improved emergency responder communications 

Contact Person Laurel Butman, Deputy County Administrator &  
Chris Storey, Assistant County Counsel 

Contract No. N/A 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Clackamas County was asked by the Board of Directors of the C-800, an ORS 190 
agency which provides emergency communications infrastructure in Clackamas County, 
to place a measure on the May 2016 ballot, submitting a question asking voters to 
approve a county-wide General Obligation Bond to finance the replacement of the 800 
mHz emergency radio system and necessary components thereof.  The amount of the 
proposed debt issuance would be approximately $59 million. 
 
The current radio system which serves Clackamas County first responders including the 
County Sheriff, City Police Departments, Fire Districts, Central Dispatch Agencies, and 
Emergency Medical Responders, was built in 2000, utilizing technology that had been 
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developed during the 1990’s.  The system which is prone to unpredictable failures, is 
under vendor support only until 2017.   
 
In order to replace the current system with modernized radios and needed supporting 
infrastructure, the Central Communications (C-COM) Director has been working with 
agencies in Washington County who rely on similarly aging technology for emergency 
dispatch and communications to create a reliable update to the systems which benefit 
both Counties. 
 
On May 17, 2016, voters of Clackamas County approved the issuance of general 
obligation bonds for this project. It is designed and intended to provide the County and 
its residents with a reliable and up to date system of emergency radio communications 
that will interact cooperatively with the neighboring County’s compatible technology.  
The solution will be viable well into the future. 
 
The process of certification is reflected in the attached resolution. It is a ministerial act 
that ratifies and begins implementing voter approval. After certification, staff will work 
with C-800 and contracted professionals on the issuance of the bonds and distribution 
of the bond proceeds. Both areas will require additional Board direction and action. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff respectfully recommends that the Board certify the election results and 
preliminarily authorize the bond issuance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris Storey 
Assistant County Counsel 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
A Resolution Certifying Election Results    Resolution No. _________ 
Authorizing General Obligation Bonds to  
Replace Obsolete Emergency Radio  
Communications System  
 
 
 WHEREAS, this matter coming before the Board at this time, and it appearing that 
on February 18, 2016, this Board ordered an election on the question of issuing general 
obligation bonds to replace obsolete emergency radio communications system (the 
“Bond”); and  

 
WHEREAS, it appearing that an election was held with respect to the question on 

May 17, 2016, in which more than a majority of the relevant voters were in favor of 
issuance of the Bonds in the numbers set forth in the Clackamas County Clerk’s 
Certificate of Election attached hereto as Exhibit A;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the election results shown 
on Exhibit A are certified, and pursuant to ORS 287A.100, Clackamas County is 
authorized to issue the Bonds in an aggregate amount not to exceed $59,000,000 for the 
purposes described in the ballot title and explanatory statement, and further that staff is 
directed to take all necessary steps to effectuate the purposes of the foregoing. 
 
DATED this 16th day of June, 2016. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
________________________________ 
Chair 
 
________________________________ 
Recording Secretary           
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[See Attached] 
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