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Gregory L. Geist 

Director 

June 23, 2016 
 
 
Board of County Commissioners 
Clackamas County 
 
Members of the Board: 
 

Approval of a Joint Funding Agreement between the Surface Water Management Agency of 
Clackamas County and the U.S. Geological Survey for Tualatin River Monitoring 

 
Purpose/Outcomes This annual funding agreement between SWMACC and the USGS supports 

the operation and maintenance of a continuous river flow monitoring gage on 
the Tualatin River.  

Dollar Amount and 
Fiscal Impact 

$5,145 of SWMACC funds are required from the District’s approved 2015-
2016 budget. 

Funding Source SWMACC Operating Fund. No General Funds are impacted.  

Duration October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016 

Previous Board 
Action/Review 

Previous Joint Funding Agreements have been signed by the Board 
authorizing the use of SWMACC funds since October 1, 1999.  

Strategic Plan 
Alignment 

This action aligns with strategic plans: 

    1. Aligns with WES’s Watershed Protection program result to measure and 
improve stream health, and the Regulatory Management program result to 
fully implement compliance strategy measures. 

    2. Aligns with the Board’s goal to Honor, Utilize, Promote and Invest in our 
Natural Resources. 

Contact Person Ron Wierenga, Surface Water Manager, x4581, rwierenga@clackamas. us 

Contract No. N/A  

 
BACKGROUND: 

A coordinated water resources monitoring project (Project) in the Tualatin River watershed has 
been underway since October 1999.  In one element of this Project, Clean Water Services 
(CWS) of Washington County, the Cities of West Linn and Lake Oswego, and the SWMACC 
partner with the USGS to fund the operation and maintenance of a continuous Tualatin River 
flow measuring station in the SWMACC.  The operation of this station is the only element of the 
Project that SWMACC funds are allocated to.  The other elements of the Project, such as the 
operation of a continuous water quality monitoring station in the SWMACC, are funded by CWS 
and the USGS.  The benefits of the overall Project include: 

 Compliance with Tualatin River Total Maximum Daily Load Implementation Plan strategy 
to monitor the Tualatin River. 

 High quality flow data, which can be used to: I) revise FEMA floodplain maps, and II) 
calculate the river's pollutant mass loads (ie. pounds of phosphorus/day) when combined 
with water quality data.  

 Public access to real-time and historic water quality and flow conditions from various 
locations in the watershed via the USGS' website. 
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This agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

District staff recommends the Board of County Commissioners of Clackamas County, acting as 
the governing body of the Surface Water Management Agency of Clackamas County, approve 
the Joint Funding Agreement between the Surface Water Management Agency of Clackamas 
County and the U.S. Geological Survey for Tualatin River Monitoring. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Greg Geist, Director 
Water Environment Services 
 
 
 
 












