
 

 

 

August 4, 2016 
Board of County Commissioners 
Clackamas County 
 
Members of the Board: 
 

Presentation recognizing 2016 NACo Achievement Award program staff 

 
Purpose/Outcomes Recognizing Clackamas County programs and staff who earned National 

Association of Counties (NACo) 2016 Achievement Awards. 

Fiscal Impact $300 in application fees ($60 per submission) 

Funding Source PGA General Fund 
Duration N/A 

Previous Action None 

Strategic Plan 
Alliance 

Building Public Trust Through Good Government 

Contact Person Tracy Moreland, Community Relations Specialist – PGA  503-655-8520 
 

BACKGROUND 
Public and Government Affairs is pleased to present to the Board of County Commissioners 
several county departments honored by the National Association of Counties (NACo) with a 
2016 Achievement Award. NACo awards recognize effective and innovative programs that 
contribute to and enhance county governments throughout the United States.  
 
The following awards were presented to Clackamas County: 
 
Adoption of Land Use Regulations for Marijuana-Related Businesses  
Category:  Planning 

In November 2014, Oregon voters legalized the use of marijuana for recreational use effective 
July 1, 2015. The statewide licensing of recreational marijuana businesses was scheduled to 
begin Jan. 4, 2016. That gave Clackamas County just six months to determine what, if any, land 
use regulations they wanted to adopt related to marijuana. Commissioners directed Planning 
and Zoning Division staff to begin developing new regulations for marijuana land use that 
involves the community members. This award honors those efforts. 
 
RiverHealth Stewardship Program  
Category:  Environmental Protection and Energy 

RiverHealth is a grant-funded program implemented by Water Environment Services in 2013 to 
help improve the health of Clackamas County Service District No. 1 watersheds. Over the past 
three years – with the involvement of more than 20,000 volunteers at 300 project sites – the 
program has offered opportunities to enhance the health and wildlife habitat in new and 
innovative ways. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Clackamas County Citizen Academy 
Category:  Civic Education and Public Information 

In 2015, Commissioners and County Administration approved the formation of a Citizen 
Academy to encourage Clackamas County residents to learn more about the programs and 
services offered by their local county government and foster participation in county government. 
 
The Citizen Academy concept was researched by a cohort of county employees participating in 
an internal leadership program, and was created to augment the county’s citizen involvement 
program. 
 
Leaders in Sustainability  
Category:  Community and Economic Development 

Leaders in Sustainability program offers customized on-site assistance to businesses seeking to 
prevent waste, reduce energy and water consumption, use fewer toxic products, and support 
employees and their community. The certification process identifies best practices, and each 
newly-certified business is publicly recognized as a Leader in Sustainability for their efforts. As 
of March 2016, 29 businesses have been certified, and another 30 are going through the 
certification process.   
 
A Safe Place Family Justice Center 
Category:  Criminal Justice and Public Safety (BEST IN CATEGORY) 

A Safe Place Family Justice Center for Clackamas County opened in December 2013 and is a 
partnership between public and non-profit agencies co-located under one roof providing 
services to victims and their children fleeing domestic violence, sexual violence, elder abuse, 
and stalking. Services are free of charge and include safety planning, assistance with filing court 
protective orders, accessing emergency shelter, civil legal services, food resources, housing 
and counseling.  
 
Not only was A Safe Place Family Justice Center honored with a NACo Achievement Award – it 
was given the distinction of Best in Category, out of more than 30 programs in Criminal Justice 
and Public Safety from counties across the U.S.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 

Public and Government Affairs is pleased to help the Board recognize these departments for 
their excellence and hard work. Congratulations to all the staff involved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Gary Schmidt  
Director, Public and Government Affairs 




