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It’s Good and Should Get Better

2014, a banner year for Oregon exports at $21B; 2015 down 4 percent to $20.1B

Between September 2014 and March 2015, the US dollar had the highest rise in value in
40 years. It gained 15% versus in euro by the end of the year, reaching a 12-year high
against the euro and an 8-year high against the Yen.

By the end of 2014, the state unemployment rate dropped to 6.7%, its lowest in 6 years.
By the end of 2015, unemployment of 5.6% was below the national average.

Average wages in Oregon in 2015 were at the highest relative point since the 1980s, and
between 2013 and 2015 Oregon job growth picked up from 1.5% to over 3%.

Between 2013-2014, number of companies exporting in Oregon grew from 5,950-6,084,
over 88% are Small to Medium-sized Enterprises (SME’s). In same period, the number of

SME exporters grows 12%.

Between 2013-2014, the number of importers in Oregon grew 4% as, in many cases,
Oregon firms are importing components going into finished goods.
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Clackamas Exports - Agriculture & Food Processing
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Clackamas is one of the top five agricultural producing counties in Oregon with production

value exceeding $300 million, mostly in Christmas trees and nursery products.

State exports in the nursery category reached $60 million in 2015 with the top five
markets including Canada, Mexico, Peru, China & Spain. Resolution of the container
dispute at the Port of Portland would help significantly in reducing transit costs to Asian
markets to potentially expand this trade.

In the category of “Cereal Preparations, Flour, Starch and Bakers' Wares”, Oregon
shipments in 2015 exceeded $56 million, a 10% increase over 2014. Top markets included
Canada, China, Japan, Singapore, Australia, Hong Kong, Costa Rica & Mexico, the UK &
South Korea.

Local success stories include Bob’s Red Mill (19t on the Portland Business Journal’s list of
local exporters) shipping to the Philippines, Australia, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and
Mexico. According to their website, Dave’s Killer Bread went from local markets to
established distribution throughout Canada from 2012-2015.
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Clackamas Exports - Metals & Manufacturing

Clackamas hosts some of the most globally competitive companies in the metals and
manufacturing sector. Because their products spans multiple sectors, their export value is
difficult to tease out of the statistics. Their overall sales volume and global footprints,
however, speak to the importance of exporting to their bottom line.

Precision Castparts is the world leader in structural investment castings, forged
components, and airfoil castings for companies like Airbus, Boeing, GE and Rolls-Royce. In
2015, Precision’s sales exceeded $10 billion through 162 facilities in over twenty countries
— including six in Clackamas County employing nearly 3,000.

Blount International, Inc. is a global manufacturer of cutting chain, guide bars, and chain
drive sprockets for chain saws and concrete cutting and finishing tools. In 2015, Blount’s
sales exceeded $800 million in more than 110 countries around the world. Blount has six
manufacturing facilities around the world including one in Milwaukie employing 900.

In 2015, Oregon exports of “Knives with Cutting Blades” increased 227 percent to $25
million. Benchmade Knives, employing almost 200 on Oregon City, has established 19
overseas distributors in order to grow their export sales beyond the 5% of total sales in
2011.
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Clackamas Exports — Sights, Scholars, Hellboy

O Last month, the Portland Business Journal reported that Oregon set a $10.6 billion

tourism record, a 4.7% increase over 2014’s $10.3 billion. International tourist numbers
increased by 5% and 12% of all tourism dollars spent in Oregon were from international
tourists. Clackamas reported a record increase in hotel related tax revenue.

In 2015, there were 14,422 foreign students in Oregon (a 7.9% increase), who spent an
estimated $479.2 million dollars in the state. An estimated 200 foreign students attending
Lewis and Clark College spent conservatively $6.6 million on their education. Clackamas
Community College reported 17 foreign students spending close to $200,000.

Dark Horse Comics, based in Milwaukie, is the largest independent comic book publisher
in the U.S. and is recognized as one of the world's leading publishers of both creator-
owned content & licensed comics material. Dark Horse has granted rights to over 60
international publishers in 40 countries in over 20 different languages.
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Pre-Exporter/Exporter Facing Trade Service
Providers

Clackamas County Economic Development - Initial Counseling and Referrals/Introductions to
right resources below

Oregon Small Business Development Center/Portland Global Trade Center - New to Market &
New to Export/Import; One-on-One Advising/Export Planning; Training (bizcenter.org/go-
global/how-can-we-help)

Business Oregon - One-on-One Advising; Import & Export Counseling; Trade Shows/ Missions;
Trade Event Matching Grants (oregon4biz.com/Global-Connections)

U.S. Commercial Service/Oregon - Advising/Training; Foreign Market Matchmaking Services;
Foreign & Domestic Trade Shows; Trade Missions; Due Diligence; Dispute Resolution
(export.gov/oregon)

U.S. Small Business Administration & Export-Import Bank of the United States - Trade Finance

Counseling; Access to Working Capital and Buyer Financing; Access to Export Credit Insurance;
Interface with Banks/Non-Bank Lenders (sba.gov/managing-business/exporting & exim.gov)
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