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CHAPTER 7: EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 

Clackamas County Fire Prevention Cooperative 

The Clackamas County Fire Prevention Cooperative is a consortium of structural and wildland fire 
agencies, as well as other public interest groups with a vested interest in fire prevention.  The 
Clackamas County Fire Co-op addresses both structural and wildland fire prevention, and has 
incorporated the CCWPP educational and outreach effort into its program. 

Clackamas County Fire Prevention Co-op Objectives  

I. To unite those agencies engaged in fire prevention, safety, and public education in the 
Clackamas County area. 

II. To promote an interagency exchange of ideas, programs, and resources in the area of fire 
prevention, safety, and public education. 

III. To promote, coordinate, and actively support interagency participation in fire prevention 
activities. 

IV. To act as a point of contact for the exchange of professional information among its members 
and the public. 

V. To promote a reduction in the number of human-caused fires and preventable injuries within 
the jurisdiction of the Co-op through a program of public education. 

Fire Prevention Cooperative CWPP Accomplishments  

The Clackamas CWPP provided the catalyst for a great deal of wildfire prevention and outreach 
activities throughout the County. The Co-op has been successful in obtaining grant funds to 
implement the four highest priority actions identified in the Clackamas CWPP Action Plan:  

1) Developed and distributed Wildland Urban Interface packet. 

2) Installed fire danger rating boards in key viewing areas throughout the County. 

3) Developed and distributed Burn Permitting and Fire Restrictions Brochure. 

4) Incorporated fire-safety messages on Safeway grocery bags. 

Education & Community Outreach Actions 

The Education & Community Outreach Action plan has been updated since 2005 to reflect 
accomplishments and ensure that the action plan remains relevant to current issues (Table 1-1.2012 
CCWPP Action Plan). The high priority risk assessment actions to be addressed by the wildfire 
planning team will be to: 

1) Develop Firewise toolkit for CAR’s. 

2) Create incentives for fuels reduction. 

3) Update and distribute the Burn Permitting and Fire Restrictions Brochure. 

4) Implement a Burn Barrel Program. 

5) Continue to improve address signage throughout the County. 
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2012 CWPP Public Outreach Process 

In an effort to align public outreach processes, the WFPEC partnered with the North Clackamas 
Parks and Recreation District Wildfire Management Plan team to use a variety of forums for 
engaging and educating the public about wildfire hazards. Flyers and notifications were sent to 
homes in the WUI area adjacent to County Parks for which fuels reduction activities were planned.  
A website was also established to provide wildfire resources for the public and participating 
agencies.   

In addition, two neighborhood workshops were conducted to educate the public about wildfire risk, 
provide an opportunity for citizens to give input on plan recommendations and proposed projects; 
and learn about ways to reduce risk on their own property. Feedback from the public helped either 
confirm or change the planning process, outcomes, and individual park management plans as well as 
CCWPP action items. The first workshop, February 7th, 2012 at the Carver School focused on the 
Madrone Wall fuels reduction project. For details regarding these workshops, please see the 
Clackamas Parks Wildfire Management Plan.  

Firewise Community/USA Success Stories  

ODF received Title III funding to promote the Firewise Communities/USA Program, with the goal 
of creating certified communities in high priority Communities at Risk. The five steps to become a 
Firewise Community are as follows: 
 

 Obtain a wildfire risk assessment as a written document from your state forestry agency or 
fire department.  

 Form a board or committee, and create an action plan based on the assessment.  

 Conduct a “Firewise Day” event.  

 Invest a minimum of $2 per house in local Firewise actions for the year.  

 Submit an application to your state Firewise liaison. 

Zig Zag Village & Government Camp 

Zig Zag Village and Government Camp have been identified as Communities at Risk (CAR) by the 
Hoodland Fire District.  These communities are aware of the risk of wildfire and are taking steps to 
mitigate this risk by participating in the National Firewise Recognition Program.  Zig Zag Village 
and Government Camp located just off of Highway 26 on Mount Hood.  There are approximately 
75 homes in Zig Zag and over 400 in Government Camp. These communities are excellent 
examples of the Wildland Urban Interface because they are characterized by residential homes 
surrounded by heavy fuels, limited access, steep slopes and limited protection capability.  In 
addition, the majority of homes in these areas are vacation homes, making it more difficult to engage 
homeowners in wildfire risk reduction.  

The Zig Zag Home Owners Association and Government Camp Community Planning 
Organization worked with the ODF and Hoodland Fire to assess wildfire hazards throughout the 
community and develop strategies to mitigate them. Firewise Community Clean-Up Day were held 
to begin implementing the Firewise recommendations for becoming more wildfire resilient. 
Participation in the Firewise Communities/USA Program is an ongoing process of community 
commitment to wildfire safety. ODF and Hoodland Fire will continue working with the Zig Zag 
Village HOA to reduce wildfire hazards and retain Firewise/USA certification.  

http://www.firewise.org/Communities/USA-Recognition-Program/Program-criteria/More-about-the-wildfire-risk-assessment.aspx
http://www.firewise.org/Communities/USA-Recognition-Program/Program-criteria/More-about-your-local-action-plan.aspx
http://www.firewise.org/Communities/USA-Recognition-Program/Program-criteria/More-about-the-Firewise-Day.aspx
http://www.firewise.org/Communities/USA-Recognition-Program/Program-criteria/More-about-your-Firewise-investment.aspx
http://www.firewise.org/Communities/USA-Recognition-Program/Program-criteria/Apply-for-recognition.aspx
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Table 7-1. 2012 Clackamas Fire Prevention Co-op Activities  
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