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Chapter 3.01

3.01  STATE VOTERS PAMPHLET FOR
INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
MEASURES

3.01.010 Purpose
The purpose of this chapter is to comply with the provisions of ORS 251.285. This statute
provides for publication in the State Voters’ Pamphlet of county measures submitted to
county voters and for like publication of ballot titles for, explanatory statements of, and
arguments for and against, those measures. [Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]

3.01.020 Appointment of Committee to Prepare Explanatory Statement
When an initiative or referendum measure is filed with the County Clerk by the people in
accordance with the law of the State, a five-member committee to prepare an explanatory
statement shall be appointed in the following manner:

A. Two members of the committee shall be appointed by the chief petitioners;
B. The County Clerk shall appoint two members. If a political action committee has

been formed opposing the measure, the Clerk shall appoint individuals from that
committee;

C. These four members shall be appointed no later than the 100th day prior to the
election; and

D. A fifth member shall be appointed by the four members previously appointed; if
the fifth member has not been chosen by the 95th day prior to the election, the
County Clerk shall appoint the fifth member.

E. County Counsel shall also prepare an explanatory statement to be used in the
event the committee does not prepare one.

When the Board of County Commissioners refers a measure to the voters, County
Counsel shall prepare the explanatory statement. [Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]

3.01.030 Preparation of Explanatory Statements
The explanatory statement shall be an impartial, simple and understandable statement of
not more than 500 words explaining the measure and its effect. The statement shall be
filed with the County Clerk not later than the 85th day prior to the election. [Codified by
Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]

3.01.040 Review of Ballot Titles and Explanatory Statements:
A. If any person is dissatisfied with the ballot title on the grounds that the title is not

a concise and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure, that person may,
within 7 business days after the ballot title is filed with the County Clerk, petition
the Circuit Court of Clackamas County to review the ballot title. Attached to the
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petition shall be a copy of the measure, the challenged ballot title and a statement
why the title is not a concise and impartial statement of the purpose of the
measure.

B. If any person is dissatisfied with the explanatory statement on the grounds that the
statement is not an impartial, simple and understandable statement explaining the
measure and its effect, that person may, within five days after the filing deadline
for the statement, petition the Circuit Court of Clackamas County seeking a
different statement and stating the reasons why the statement filed is insufficient
or unclear. Attached to the petition shall be a copy of the measure and the
challenged explanatory statement.

C. The Court may solicit additional written information pertinent to the measure, the
ballot title or the explanatory statement and shall afford the petitioner access to
the information. The Court may hear oral argument about the title and/or
statement. The Court shall adjudicate the petition in an expeditious manner to
insure the orderly and timely circulation of the petition or conduct of the election
at which the measure is to be submitted to the voters.

D. If the Court finds that the ballot title is a concise and impartial statement of the
purpose of the measure, the Court shall certify the title. If the Court finds to the
contrary, it shall prepare another ballot title that is a concise and impartial
statement of the purpose of the measure.

E. If the Court finds that the explanatory statement is an impartial, simple and
understandable statement explaining the measure and its effect, the Court shall
certify the statement. If the Court finds to the contrary, it shall prepare another
explanatory statement of the measure that is an impartial, simple and
understandable statement explaining the measure and its effect.

F. The Circuit Court of Clackamas County shall be the first and final review of these
matters.  [Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]

3.01.050 Submission of Ballot Title and Explanatory Statement to the
Secretary of State

When filing the measure with the Secretary of State for inclusion in the State Voters’
Pamphlet, the County Clerk shall also file the ballot title prepared for the measure, or if
that title has been subjected to judicial review, the ballot title certified by the Court. The
County Clerk shall likewise file the explanatory statement prepared for the measure, or if
that statement has been subjected to judicial review, the explanatory statement certified
by the Court. Filing of the ballot title and explanatory statement with the Secretary of
State shall be no later than the 70th day before the election. [Codified by Ord. 05-2000,
7/13/00]

3.01.060 Arguments Regarding Measures
The County Clerk shall accept from any person or group of persons argument(s)
supporting or opposing the measure, provided:

A. The argument is typed, consists only of words and numbers, and does  not exceed
325 words;

B. The argument is filed with the County Clerk not later than the 80th day before the
election;
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C. The person or group, when filing the argument, either:
1. Pays the County $300 to apply to the cost of the printing, or
2. Files with the County Clerk a petition signed by 1000 voters in the County, or

10% of the electors in the County, whichever is less; and
The argument is accompanied by the name and address of the person responsible for the
content of the argument, the name and address of the organization the person represents,
if any, and whether the argument supports or opposes the measure.
The County Clerk shall file the arguments, together with measure and the explanatory
statement, with the Secretary of State not later than the 70th day before the election.
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]
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Chapter 3.02

3.02  SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTIONS SECURITY
DEPOSIT

3.02.010 Authority
ORS 198.775 provides that the County Board shall set the amount of a bond, cash
deposit, or other security deposit to accompany any petition for formation, annexation,
withdrawal, or dissolution of a special district to guarantee payment of the costs of the
election.  [Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]

3.02.020 Bond or Deposit Amount
A bond, cash deposit, or other security deposit, in the amount of $100 shall accompany
any petition filed with the County Clerk for the formation, annexation, withdrawal, or
dissolution of a special district, for each precinct in the affected district, and any territory
to be included in the district, up to a maximum of $10,000.  [Codified by Ord. 05-2000,
7/13/00]

3.02.030 Approval of Bond or Other Security Deposit
If a bond is submitted, the Office of County Counsel must approve it. The Board of
County Commissioners must approve any security deposit other than a bond or cash
deposit.  [Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00]


