
next meal comes from; or  
the stigma of living in ñthe 
projectsò as they climb 
aboard the school bus 
each day. 
  But what struck me and 
touched me deeply at 
Camp Rosenbaum was 
the supportive  
environment where these 
kids could just be normal 

kids. They were 
smiling and  
laughing, dancing 
and tossing beach 
balls back and forth. 
The camp was  
operating at a one-to
-one ratio of adults 
to children, the food 
was hot and good, 
the music was lively, 
and the activities 
were  
creative,  
entertaining and 
challenging. I was 
so very thankful that 

kids from HACCôs Public 
Housing had this  
opportunity where for one 
week they could shed the 
burdens of their lives and 
be free to experience joy 
like so many other kids. 
Please visit the camp 
website for more  
information at 
www.camprosenbaum.org.  
I encourage you to make 
donations and/or volun-
teer your time.            
ð Trell Anderson  

As we reflect and cele-
brate another year at the 
Housing Authority of 
Clackamas County 
(HACC) with this annual 
report, Iôd first like to thank 
the staff and Board of 
Commissioners for their 
dedicated work and  
support. Their  
commitment to provide 
high quality  
services to the 
residents of 
Clackamas 
County is  
commendable.  
As we report on 
our work over the 
past year, I want 
to call your  
attention to a  
phenomenal 
event that I  
witnessed this 
summer. Each 
year HACC has 
the opportunity to 
send five to seven of our 
children living in Public 
Housing to Camp 
Rosenbaum, which is at 
Camp Rilea near Astoria.  
This Camp was estab-
lished twenty years ago 
by Fred Rosenbaum who 
was a respected Oregon 
businessman, community 
leader, Major General of 
the Oregon National 
Guard, and President of 
the Board of  
Commissioners of the 

Housing Authority of  
Portland. This camp was 
specifically established for 
the benefit of kids ages 9 
to 11 who live in public 
housing and who typically 
donôt otherwise get to  
experience overnight camp 
activities.  
  The children who live in 
Public Housing carry many 

more burdens upon their 
small shoulders than most 
other children in this  
country. Similar to children 
who are homeless, these 
children donôt smile very 
often as they deal with the 
hardships and social  
challenges of living in  
poverty. Perhaps they 
have to care for a younger 
sibling or parent with a  
disability at an early age; 
or they are living with  
concern about where their 

Caption describing picture 

Directorõs Perspective 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Housing Choice 

Voucher  Program 

a High Performer  

2 

Self Sufficiency is 

Achieved  

2 

Peopleõs Garden  

In Public Housing  

3 

Building, Saving 

and Job Experience  

3 

Financials 4 

  
  

Annual Report 

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9  F Y  7 / 1 / 0 8 - 6 / 3 0 / 0 9  

HOUSING  

ASSI STANCE  

PRO VIDED:  

 
565  

Public Housing Units 

1467  

Section 8 Vouchers 

75  

Mainstream Vouchers for 
the Disabled 

40  

Shelter Plus Care  

Vouchers 

24  

Farm Labor Housing Units 

17  

Local Projects  

for the Disabled 

16  

Units Transitional Housing 

296 

 Units of Affordable  

Housing 

Left to right: Jabin Dionne, Dakota Haberstich, Alisha Dunham, Erica 

Jones, Amber Jones, and Kyrsa Hallum 
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òWhat enabled me 

to go back to school 

in 2002 was getting 

housing assistance 

through the 

Housing Authority 

of Clackamas 

County.ó 

Self Sufficiency is Achieved 

Housing Choice Voucher Program a High Performer  
     HACC served 1,769 families during the fiscal year.  Al-

most 82% of the population served were at 30% of median 

area income, or extremely low in-

come.  The assistance served 805 

families with young children which is  

45% of the population served, and 

79% had a female head of household.  

The fiscal year showed 44% of the 

population or 772 residents served 

were  disabled.   This year, the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) rated HACC as 

a high performer.  This high  

performer status shows HACC is 

monitoring and controlling its pro-

gram to standards set in place by HUD.  The main meas-

urements achieved are that  98% of all HACC records 

showed an accurate determination of rent reasonableness 

and quality control over  monitoring  Housing Quality 

Standards (HQS) to ensure residents are living in clean, 

affordable, safe housing.  HACC  achieved its high rating 

while maintaining a lease up rate of 

98% for the fiscal year and complet-

ing all annual reexaminations and 

inspections on time.  HACC con-

tinues to look for ways to improve, 

and completed an internal improve-

ment process  for voucher redesign 

with the goal of finding ways to in-

crease productivity and reduce ad-

ministrative costs.  The staff found 

several new approaches and auto-

mation improvements that are  be-

ing  implemented with the goal of 

having HUD administrative fees cover the entire cost of 

the program.  Currently, HACC is having to use re-

serves funds in addition to the HUD administrative fees 

to cover the full costs of the program.  

From 1995 until 2002 he 

struggled to survive   

until in 2002 he made 

the decision to return to 

school.  Brent believes, 

òWhat enabled me to go 

back to school in 2002 

was getting housing assis-

tance through the Hous-

ing Authority of Clacka-

mas County.ó  He also 

goes on to state, òWith 

the help of the Housing 

Authority, I now face a 

future with renewed 

hope and a chance to 

recreate my life.ó  Brent 

was enrolled in the 

Housing Choice Voucher 

Family Self Sufficiency 

(FSS) Program.  With the 

FSS program coordina-

Brent G. Ryder, M.S., Doc-

toral   Candidate, School 

of Professional Psychology 

at Pacific University and 

author of The Alpha Book of 

Cancer and Living, wrote, 

òLosing my dad was the 

genesis of my decision to 

produce a book on can-

ceró.  Brentõs book 

was published, but his 

goal of getting the 

book into the hands 

of the millions who 

could benefit was 

never fulfilled.  Brent 

spent years and all his 

resources marketing 

the book and he lost 

everything in his ma-

terial world:  savings, 

home and inheritance.  

torõs guidance and assis-

tance, he was able to 

make the move across 

the country to Joliet, 

Illinois to complete his 

doctoral internship.   

   Overall, HACC had 85 

families enrolled in the 

FSS program during the 

grant year with 74% 

achieving a positive es-

crow account balance.  

The average escrow bal-

ance for the participants 

was approximately 

$5,600.  There were 12 

FSS program graduates 

that were paid an aver-

age escrow balance of 

$7,426.  One family was 

able to purchase a home. 

Author, Brent  

Ryder,  speaks 

positively of 

his personal 

experience in 

the HCV  

Program   

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

HCV Staff Left to Right starting in back row:  Nathaniel Mom, Gary Knepper, Debbie 

Greene, Susan Warneke, Patti Lowary, Christine Valdez, Jon Garcia, Chuck Meacham, 

Andrew Quiroz, and Donna Mendenhall 



Public Housing Residents Enjoy a Peopleõs Garden 
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   In February 2009 the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture began 

creating an organic òPeopleõs 

Gardenó on the National Mall 

to model USDAõs innovative 

policy of taking creative steps 

to ensure healthier lives for 

Americaõs citizens while  

promoting sustainability,  

conservation and growing  

techniques.  Following USDAõs 

lead, HACC built an organic 

garden at Clackamas Heights, 

a public housing development 

in Oregon City.  Housing Au-

thority Resident Services staff 

started the project by bringing 

a group of public housing residents, com-

munity agencies and community groups 

together to develop a garden plan and 

raise funds for the project.  The project 

became a reality when the City of Ore-

gon City awarded the Housing Authority, 

along with Social Services of Clackamas 

County, a Metro Enhancement Grant to build 

the garden.  C-TEC Youth Services used 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

funds to contract with Community Solutions 

of Clackamas County to hire a crew of 10 

youth and an adult project coordinator to 

build the garden.  Mt. Hood Council of Camp 

Fireõs Clackamas Heights Community Family 

Club created signs and garden art.  The Ore-

gon City Park Place Neighborhood 

Association and the Oregon State 

Extension Service provided gar-

dening consultation and educa-

tional workshops.  Oregon City 

Community Schools is conducting 

garden and green school activities 

for youth living in the neighbor-

hood, and local businesses have 

offered free and/or reduced cost 

garden supplies and materials. 

    What once was an empty field 

is now a beautiful neighborhood 

community space .  The Garden 

has raised garden beds, an in-

ground childrenõs garden with a 

bean tee-pee house, small fruit 

trees, pollinator-friendly native 

plants, a tool shed, a compost bin, 

a vegetable washing sink, walking 

paths, benches, and  

garden art.   

     HACC currently has 15 

households with growing 

IDAõs.  In May, Jacque Dixon, 

a former resident of Public 

Housing at Hillside Park, 

used her IDA to purchase 

a home.  Mariya Ropalo, a 

scattered site resident and 

Clackamas Community 

College student, used her 

IDA to purchase a com-

puter, books and photogra-

phy equipment for her 

education.   

    HACC successfully 

placed 16 Public Housing 

youth in the Summer 

Youth Academy.  This op-

portunity provided youth 

with the ability to experi-

ence work in a field of interest. For 

example, teenager Jeff Buck com-

pleted job training with the fire 

department and Nina Zaytseva 

completed work with a dentist. 

     HACCõs Public Housing 

Resident Services continues its 

effort to encourage self suffi-

ciency.  In particular, HACC 

has experienced growing suc-

cess with its Individual Devel-

opment Account (IDA) pro-

gram and Summer Youth Acad-

emy.  IDA is a savings account 

for Public Housing Residents 

where every $1 saved by a 

resident or household is 

matched with $3 or more.  

The money saved can be used 

for buying a first house or edu-

cation.  The Summer Youth 

Academy aligns interested Pub-

lic Housing youth with paid job 

work experiences during the 

summer.   

Peopleõs 

Garden 

Childrenõs 

Garden 

Section  

Building Savings and Gaining Job Experience 

One resident 

bought a 

house and 

another is able 

to attend 

college! 

Jeff Buck at the Fire Station 


