
CLACKAMAS COUNTY ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

 

1014-1 

 

Last Amended 6/1/15 

1014 DESIGN STANDARDS FOR LAND DIVISIONS   

1014.01 PURPOSE 

Section 1014 is adopted to ensure that land divisions occur in an orderly, efficient, 

sustainable, and cost-effective manner, while preserving the livability of the County.   

1014.02 APPLICABILITY 

Section 1014 applies to subdivisions and partitions.   

1014.03 GENERAL DESIGN STANDARDS 

A. Every lot or parcel shall abut or have adequate access to a County, public, or 

private road or access drive and shall conform to the minimum frontage 

requirement of the applicable zoning district, unless a variance to these standards 

is approved.   

B. Lots or parcels shall be designed, when appropriate, to allow for the future re-

division of the property and a master plan depicting potential future lot or parcel 

configurations shall be provided when any proposed lot or parcel is of sufficient 

size to be re-divided without exceeding the base density of the parent lot or 

parcel. 

C. Residential lots that have street frontage along two opposite boundaries shall be 

prohibited, except:  

1. For reverse frontage lots necessary to separate residential development from 

arterial streets;  

2. To overcome specific disadvantages of topography, orientation, or parent lot 

or parcel configuration, as necessary to permit compliance with the minimum 

density standard required under Section 1012; or 

3. Where alleys are provided for rear-loaded lot or parcel layouts.   

D. Developments with reverse frontage lots or parcels shall have a restriction in 

favor of the County at least one-foot wide along the lot or parcel lines abutting the 

arterial street, across which there shall be no access.  Alternatively, there shall be 

a note on the final plat stating that direct access to the arterial street will not be 

allowed.  
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1014.04 MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM LOT SIZE 

A. Lots and parcels in subdivisions and partitions shall comply with the minimum 

and maximum lot size standards of the applicable zoning district, unless a planned 

unit development is approved pursuant to Section 1013, Planned Unit 

Developments, or except as provided in Subsections 1014.04(B) through (F).  In 

any case, the overall density of the subdivision or partition shall comply with 

Section 1012, Density. 

B. Flexible-lot-size developments are permitted in the following zoning districts and 

with the following minimum lot or parcel sizes: 

1. R-2.5 District:  The smallest lot or parcel size permitted is 2,000 square 

feet, except that perimeter lots or parcels adjacent to an R-5, R-7, R-8.5, 

R-10, R-15, R-20, or R-30 District shall be a minimum of 2,500 square 

feet.   

2. R-5, R-7, R-8.5, R-10, R-15, R-20, and R-30 Districts:  The smallest lot or 

parcel size permitted is 80 percent of the minimum lot or parcel size 

specified in the applicable zoning district for detached single-family 

dwellings and 2,000 square feet for attached single-family dwellings. 

3. VR-5/7 District:  The smallest lot or parcel size permitted is 4,000 square 

feet. 

4. VR-4/5 District:  The smallest lot or parcel size permitted is 2,000 square 

feet. 

5. MR-1 and MR-2 Districts for Attached Single-Family Dwellings:  The 

smallest lot or parcel size permitted is 1,800 square feet.    

6. RRFF-5 District outside the Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth 

Boundary and outside the urban growth boundaries of the cities of Canby, 

Estacada, Molalla, and Sandy:  The smallest lot or parcel size permitted is 

two acres, and the average lot size shall be no less than five acres.   

C. In the VTH District, except as provided in Subsection 1013.06(D)(3)(a), each lot 

or parcel for an attached single-family dwelling shall have a minimum size of 

2,000 square feet and a maximum size of 3,000 square feet, or each lot or parcel 

for an attached single-family dwelling shall have a minimum size of 2,000 square 

feet and the average size of all lots or parcels for attached single-family dwellings 

shall not exceed 2,500 square feet. 
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D. Except as provided in Subsections 1013.06(D)(3)(b), 1014.04(B)(4), and 

1014.04(F), each lot or parcel in the VR-4/5 District shall be no smaller than 

4,000 square feet and no larger than 5,000 square feet, or each lot or parcel shall 

be a minimum of 4,000 square feet and the average size of all lots or parcels shall 

not exceed 5,000 square feet.   

E. Except as provided in Subsections 1013.06(D)(3)(c), 1014.04(B)(3) and 

1014.04(F), each lot or parcel in the VR-5/7 District shall be no smaller than 

5,000 square feet and no larger than 7,000 square feet, or each lot or parcel shall 

be a minimum of 5,000 square feet and the average size of all lots or parcels shall 

not exceed 6,500 square feet.   

F. The following are exceptions to the lot and parcel size requirements of 

Subsections 1014.04(D) and (E):   

1. A portion of a property may be left capable of further division if a master plan 

is provided demonstrating that the remaining property can be developed 

consistent with applicable standards.  Any area included within the master 

plan shall not be included for purposes of calculating allowable lot size 

pursuant to Subsections 1014.04(D) and (E).   

2. The maximum size of a lot or parcel created for a preexisting dwelling shall 

be 15,000 square feet when the lot or parcel is not intended to be divided 

further in the future and no master plan has been prepared.  Such a lot shall 

not be included for purposes of calculating allowable lot or parcel size 

pursuant to Subsections 1014.04(D) and (E).  No maximum lot or parcel size 

shall apply to preexisting dwellings in a Resource Protection Area, as shown 

on Comprehensive Plan Map X-SV-1, Sunnyside Village Plan Land Use Plan 

Map.   

3. Resource Protection Area, as shown on Comprehensive Plan Map X-SV-1, 

shall not be included in the lot- or parcel-size calculations required pursuant to 

Subsections 1014.04(D) and (E).  Instead, density transfer may be used 

pursuant to Section 1012 or Resource Protection Area may be developed at a 

density of one dwelling unit per acre.   

4. The maximum individual and maximum average lot size standards apply only 

to lots or parcels for single-family dwellings and manufactured homes. 

1014.05 ZERO-LOT-LINE DEVELOPMENTS 

Within Urban Low Density Residential zoning districts, subdivisions and partitions 

may be designed to allow the construction of single-family dwellings, manufactured 

homes, and accessory structures with zero setback from the side or rear lot line, 

provided that: 
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A. The final approved plat includes a diagram, approved by the County Building 

Codes Division, indicating the buildable area of each lot; and  

B. Minimum yard setbacks from lot lines on the perimeter of the subdivision or 

partition shall be the same as are otherwise required in the applicable zoning 

district. 

1014.06 FUTURE URBAN AREAS 

If the subject property is a Future Urban Area, as defined by Chapter 4 of the 

Comprehensive Plan, a subdivision or partition shall be approved only if the proposed 

locations of improvements, including easements, dedications, structures, wells, and 

on-site sewage disposal systems, are consistent with the orderly future development 

of the subject property at appropriate urban densities.  

 

 

[Amended by Ord. ZDO-224, 5/31/11; Amended by Ord. ZDO-249, 10/13/14; Amended by Ord. ZDO-

252, 6/1/15] 


