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W elcome to the 10th-annual Northwest SARCon 
search-and-rescue conference. Our goal remains 
steadfast; to provide international-caliber training to vol-

unteers and paid personnel alike in Oregon, from around the United 
States and beyond.

You are the reason we hold this conference. Our goal is to provide 
you with the latest tools and techniques, whether you are a public 
safety professional or one of the incredible volunteers who does the 
difficult and dangerous work of answering the call when someone 
is missing. I recognize the countless hours each of you dedicate to 
training and to helping others. Without people like you in our  
communities, we could not bring people back home safely to their 
families and loved ones.

I’ve always believed that the connections you make at a conference 
like this are as important as what you learn in the classroom or out in 
the field. The people you meet here will be the same people you’re 
working with on an actual mission – and those interpersonal  
relationships can be crucial to a successful outcome.

With that in mind, I’d invite you to join us for all of the social events 
and networking opportunities that are part of this conference, 
including our “Vendor Social” on Friday evening and the Northwest 
SARCon Banquet on Saturday.

Finally, I’d like to acknowledge our sponsors. This conference would 
not be possible without their generous support. This year,  
our sponsors include:

• FLIR
• Marquis Companies
• The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians
• Bob’s Red Mill
• The Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and Training
• Warn Industries
• Kroger / Fred Meyer
• and Cabela’s, our breakfast sponsor.

If you see a representative from any of these organizations at the 
conference, please take a moment to thank them for their contribu-
tions and let them know what this conference means to you.

I believe that lives depend on your readiness to answer the call – day 
or night, in wilderness or urban environments, in winter or summer. 
Working together, we really can make a difference!

Craig Roberts
Clackamas County Sheriff
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Please feel free to ask any of the Staff in Clackamas  
County Sheriff’s Office uniforms or our Volunteers in  
BURNT ORANGE shirts for assistance.

We will be happy to help in any way we can. We hope this is 
both an educational and enjoyable experience for you. 

CAMP ETIQUETTE
Camp Kuratli at Trestle Glen is a Salvation Army camp (for more 
details, see www.salvationarmyusa.org). Please respect their 
mission, history and their property. Those individuals who are 
found in violation of the Camp’s policies will be asked to leave 
the premises and not return to the conference.  For more  
information about Camp Kuralti’s policies, please ask our Reg-
istration Staff.  Also, please remember to clean up after your-
selves, dispose of trash in the proper receptacles, and  
pack out what you pack in while staying at Camp Kuratli. 

NAMETAGS WILL BE REQUIRED  
FOR ENTRY TO ALL SESSIONS
Please display your name badge in a visible place to assist 
room monitors. Please do not hassle, argue with, or otherwise 
bother our volunteer room monitors about this standard confer-
ence requirement. The only exception to this policy is when 
participating in high-risk activities — we ask that you remove 
name badges and lanyards during those times.

CONFERENCE NOTEBOOKS
Please put your name on your notebook. If you find a notebook, 
please turn it in to Registration staff in the Cascade Activity 
Center. Only one notebook is provided for each registration fee. 
We will have a limited supply of notebooks to replace those who 
have lost theirs.

COURTESY TO SPEAKERS AND FELLOW 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS
Please be seated promptly for the General Sessions as well 
as the workshops — as a courtesy to the speakers as well as 
to others who may be distracted by the entrance of latecom-
ers. Time is limited; the faculty has put in much time and effort 
toward preparation for their sessions, and we ask that audience 
members arrive on time so sessions can start promptly.

PAGERS / CELL PHONES ON SILENT
Please keep pagers and cell phones on silent mode to minimize 
disruptions to speakers and other conference participants. 
Please do not carry on cell-phone conversations during the 
sessions.

FIREARMS
This facility is open to the public. Please keep firearms concealed.

NO AUDIO AND VISUAL RECORDING BY 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS
Due to privacy and copyright concerns, no audio and visual 
recording of this conference is allowed.

LOST/FOUND ITEMS
Check with Registration staff if you have lost an item to see if 
it has been turned in. If you find an item (e.g. coat, sweater, 
notebook), please turn it in to Registration in the Cascade Activ-
ity Center.

CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE
On Monday, September 26, 2016, all SARCon participants 
will receive an email asking for their valued feedback on the 
conference, the program schedule, and the venue — as well 
as suggestions for future conferences. We value your time and 
responses. Once your feedback survey is completed, you will re-
ceive another email with a link to your Certificate of Attendance 
and instructions on how to print your document. 

SPEAKER EVALUATIONS
Please take the time to complete evaluations. You may hand 
them to your volunteer room monitors or leave them at  
Registration upon completion. We cannot over-emphasize the 
importance your comments play in what speakers and topics  
are considered in planning future conferences.
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1. All dogs must be crated or on a sturdy lead no longer than 6 feet at 
all times unless actively engaged in a training exercise. This includes in 
parking areas, potty areas, and field locations.

2. Dogs that constitute a nuisance or that display aggressive behavior 
toward humans or other dogs may be removed from conference  
participation.

3. Only ADA Certified dogs are permitted in the Cascade Activity Center 
or conference classrooms. SAR dogs are allowed in specified lodging 
accommodations as a courtesy – they are not designated as personal-
assistance dogs under Oregon Statutes, and thus are not granted the 
same level of access to public locations. A copy of the OR Service Dog 
Statute is available at Conference Registration.

4. Dogs must wear a harness or vest that identifies them as a search-
and-rescue dog during all training exercises.

5. Between Cabins 3 & 4 and Merlo Field are designated dog “potty”  
areas. Merlo Field is also a designated off-leash area. Please do not 
allow dogs to eliminate in camp landscape or in surrounding ponds and 
waterways. Remove all solid waste from “potty” areas, and dispose of it 
in an outdoor trash receptacle. Where reasonable, please remove solid 
waste from field training areas.

6. Please make every effort to clean wet or muddy dogs prior to bringing 
them into lodging or other rooms at Camp Kuratli.

7. The State of Oregon Statutes regarding dogs in public locations  
are available at www.oregonlaws.org/ors/659A.143
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2016 Conference-At-A-Glance
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

9 – 10:30 AM

KEYNOTE (9 - 10:30 AM) 

 10:30 – 11 AM BREAK — Visit vendors in Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

 11:30 – 1:30 PM  —  LUNCH for purchase from 11:30 - 1:30 in Columbia Dining Hall and from 12:30 - 1:30 from food vendors in Cabin Circle

 3 – 3:30 PM BREAK — Visit vendors in Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

11 AM – 12:30 PM
1:30 – 3 PM

3:30 - 5 PM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(1A) Understanding Lost Person Behavior Using the LPB Craig McClure Preston Hall
(1B) Iceland’s Highland Patrol (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) Haraldur Haraldsson Cedar
(1Ba) Visual Mantracking (11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) Fernando Moreira Oak (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)                           
  Meet at CAC at 12:40 p.m., depart  
  for Baldy at 12:45
(1C) Media:  Friend or Foe Brian Jensen Evergreen
(1D) Patient Assessment in the SAR Environment (Part 1 of 2) Kerry Noland Deep Creek Meeting Room
(1F) ATV Accidents: Prevention and First Response Jeff Salzer The Barn
(1Fa) 4WD Basic Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll, Dan Griffin Nature Center

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(2A) ICS for Search Management Tim Chase Preston Hall
(2B) GPS Land Navigation (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Blake Miller Cedar (1:30 - 3:00 p.m.)    
  Merlo Sports Field  (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.)                             
(2Ba) Animal Rescue for SAR Teams Oregon Humane Society Technical Animal Rescue Oak
(FE-2C ) Hands-on with Garmin GPS Devices Bill Loud Cabin Circle
(2D) Patient Assessment in the SAR Environment (Part 2 of 2) Kerry Noland Deep Creek Meeting Room
(FE-2F) ASI ATV Safety Course (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Justin Dersham	 Meet	at	field	west	of	The	Barn	1:30		 
	 	 w/	ATV	ready	to	go
(FE-2Fa) 4WD Basic (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll, Dan Griffin Stage at Nature Center 1:15; depart  
  1:25 for Judd Rd. Quarry 
(2G) Water Rescue and Rope Awareness (Part 1 of 2) Keith Gillespie Evergreen

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(3A) Locating Remains in Rivers Tom Evans Deep Creek Meeting Room
(3B) The 24-hr. Pack Maxwell Malinow Cedar
(FE-3B) Animal Rescue for SAR Teams Oregon Humane Society Technical Animal Rescue Climbing	Tower
(FE-3C) Hands-on with Garmin GPS Devices (Repeat) Bill Loud Cabin Circle
(3D) Rescuer Resiliency and Self-Care Joseph Rabinowitz Preston Hall
(3G) Water Rescue and Rope Awareness (Part 2 of 2) Keith Gillespie Evergreen
Air Scent Daily Review (4:00 - 5:00 p.m.) Tim Brown, Ian Gilbert-Ghormley Oak

Building a Highly Effective and Reliable SAR Team  
Scott Hammond
Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Conference Registration, Cascade Activity Center (CAC)
7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Breakfast, Cascade Activity Center

All K9 specialty training sessions (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.)  
meet at Cabin Circle at 8 a.m. for briefing — bring lunch

Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue: Operations-Level (TRR:OL) 
Course (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) meets at Craft House at 8 a.m.

8:30 - 9 a.m. Opening Remarks from Sheriff Craig Roberts, Clackamas County  
 Chair John Ludlow, State SAR Coordinator Scott Lucas and Lt. Ken Boell 5-8 p.m. Northwest SARCon  

 Vendor Evening,
 Cascade Activity Center

* Must have conference badge to enter.

Meet at Butterfly Meadow at 7 p.m.
7-9 p.m. K9 Airscent Night Exercise
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Conference-at-a-Glance (cont.)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

9 – 10:30 AM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(TRR-OL) Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue: Operations-Level Course (8 a.m. - 5 p.m. — bring lunch) Marcel Rodriguez Meet at Cedar Grove  
  Amphitheater 8:00
(FE-4G) Swiftwater Awareness (8 a.m. - 5 p.m. — bring lunch) Tingey, Thompson Meet at CAC 8:00; depart  
  8:30 for Clackamas River
(4A) Mapping for SAR Managers (Part 1 of 2)  Tim Chase Preston Hall
(4B) Dual Capability Rope Rescue Systems (9:00 - 10:00 a.m.) Dave Clarke Oak
(FE-4B) Survival Techniques for SAR Personnel (8:30 - 10:30 a.m.) Fernando Moreira  Meet at CAC 8:10; depart  
  8:15 for Baldy
(4C) Applying Drone Technology to Search and Rescue (9:00 - 10:00 a.m.) Dennis, Lawrence, Burtt Cedar
(4D ) Bleeding and Hemorrhage Control Krummenacker, Brown Deep Creek Meeting Rm.
(4F) Natural Resource Damages from OHV within National Forest System Lands (9 - 10 a.m.) Ross Gamboa, Ryan Bussmus Evergreen
(4Fa) 4WD Advanced Boell, Ritchey, Schroll, Griffin Nature Center

7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Breakfast for purchase in Columbia Dining Hall
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Conference Registration, Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

All K9 specialty training sessions (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) stage at  
Camp Dr. entrance at 7:50 a.m., depart 8 a.m. — bring lunch 

7 - 9 p.m. ATV Night Ride5:30 - 8 p.m. Northwest SARCon Banquet, Cascade Activity Center
* Must have conference badge to enter.

 10:30 – 11 AM BREAK — Visit vendors in Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

11 AM – 12:30 PM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(5A) Mapping for SAR Managers (Part 2 of 2) Tim Chase Preston Hall
(5B) UTM Plotting Blake Miller Oak
(FE-5B) Dual Capability Rope Rescue Systems (10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.) Dave Clarke Meet	at	Butterfly	Meadow	10:30
(5C) Technology for Search and Rescue – Features and Limitations (11 a.m. - 12 p.m.) Ron Wright Cedar
(FE-5C) Applying Drone Technology to Search and Rescue (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) Dennis, Lawrence, Burtt Meet	at	Butterfly	Meadow	11:00
(5D) Chest Trauma Management John Krummenacker, Josh Brown Deep Creek Meeting Room
(5F) ATVs in SAR Jeff Salzer The Barn
(FE-5Fa) 4WD Advanced (11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. — bring lunch) Boell, Ritchey, Schroll, Griffin Stage at Nature Center 10:45;  
  depart 10:55 for Judd Rd. Quarry
(5G) Changing Weather Patterns for the Northwest Rod Hill Evergreen

 11:30 – 1:30 PM  —  LUNCH for purchase from 11:30 - 1:30 in Columbia Dining Hall and from 12:30 - 1:30 from food vendors in Cabin Circle

1:30 – 3 PM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(6A) Hays Case Study and Table Top Exercise (Part 1 of 2) Gibson, Collinson Preston Hall
(6B) Set Up and Navigate Search Patterns with GPS Snell, King Oak
(6Ba) Small Party Assisted Rescue (SPAR): Intro to Rescue Techniques Requiring Minimal Equipment/Personnel Tom Evans Cedar
(6C) D4H™ DECISIONS Train The Trainer Robin Blandford Evergreen
(6D) Fracture and Dislocation Management for Lost Subjects and Searcher Garin Duffield Deep Creek Meeting Rm.
(FE-6F) ATVs in SAR Field Applications (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Jeff Salzer Meet at The Barn 1:30 p.m.  
	 	 w/	ATV	ready	to	go
(6G) Dive Rescue Search Patterns Jerry Richert Nature Center

 3 – 3:30 PM BREAK — Visit vendors in Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

3:30 - 5 PM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(7A) Hays Case Study and Table Top Exercise (Part 2 of 2) John Gibson, Sean Collinson Preston Hall
(7B) Balancing Act: Making Life Work When It Matters Most Trey Doty Oak
(FE-7B) Set Up and Navigate Search Patterns with GPS Ken Snell, Jerry King Merlo Sports Field 3:30
(7C) Introduction to SAR Topo Matt Jacobs Cedar
(7D) NW Environmental Illness and Injuries Garin Duffield Deep Creek Meeting Room
(FE-7G) Dive Rescue Search Patterns Jerry Richert Cabin Circle
Air Scent Daily Review (4:00 - 5:00 p.m.) Tim Brown, Ian Gilbert-Ghormley Evergreen

Meet	at	the	Barn	at	6:30	p.m.	w/	ATV	ready	to	go



2016 Conference-at-a-Glance (cont.)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

9 – 10:30 AM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(TRR-OL) Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue: Operations-Level Course (8 a.m. - 5 p.m. — bring lunch) Marcel Rodriguez Meet 8 a.m. at  
  CCFD	Climbing	Tower	 
(8A) Reflex Tasking Craig McClure Preston Hall
(8B) Sea Cliff Rescue & Casualty Recovery in the Irish Coast Guard Robin Blandford Oak
(8C) Technology for Search and Rescue – Features and Limitations (Repeat) (9 - 10 a.m.) Ron Wright Deep Creek Meeting Rm.
(8D) Patient Packaging for SAR Missions Bozeb Beckwith Evergreen
(FE-8F) ATV Advanced Ride (9 a.m. - 5 p.m. — bring lunch) Jeff Salzer Stage at The Barn 8 a.m., 
		 	 ready	to	transport	ATV	offsite;	 
  depart 8:10 for LaDee Flats
(FE-8Fa) 4WD Vehicle Stablization/Extrication (9 a.m. - 5 p.m. — bring lunch) Boell, Ritchey, Schroll, Griffin Stage at Nature Center 8:45;  
  depart 8:55 for Judd Rd. Quarry
(8G) Underwater Crime Scene Investigation (Operations) Philip Graf Cedar

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast for purchase in Columbia Dining Hall
7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Conference Registration, Cascade Activity Center

3:30 - 5 PM

 3 – 3:30 PM BREAK 
CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(11A) Segmenting for Search Planners (Part 2 of 2)  Corey Stone Preston Hall
(11B) K9 Support for the Type 2 Searcher  Stephen Korpi, Trisha Schulz Cedar
(11C) Next Generation 911  Michelle Renault Deep Creek Meeting Room

 11:30 – 1:30 PM  —  LUNCH for purchase from 11:30 - 1:30 in Columbia Dining Hall & from 12:30 - 1:30 from food vendors in Cabin Circle

1:30 – 3 PM
CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(10A) Segmenting for Search Planners (Part 1 of 2) Corey Stone Preston Hall
(10B) USAR Response in Haiti (1:30 - 2:30 p.m.) Haraldur Haraldsson, Halldor Halldorsson Evergreen
(FE-10B) Technical Rope Rescue Mock SAR (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Craig McClure Butterlfly	Meadow
(10C) Using Metal Detectors in SAR Bob Mote Oak
(10D) Patient Assessment in the SAR Environment (Part 2 of 2) (1:30 - 5:00 p.m.) Joseph Rabinowitz Deep Creek Meeting Room
(10G) Investigations into the Loss of a Public Safety Diver Phillip Graf Oak

 10:30 – 11 AM BREAK — Visit vendors in Cascade Activity Center (CAC)

11 AM – 12:30 PM

CLASS INSTRUCTOR LOCATION
(9A) Search to Crime Scene: Scene Preservation Wendi Babst Preston Hall
(9B) Size-up, Command, and Control of the Technical Rope Incident Craig McClure Evergreen
(FE-9B) Picket-Based Anchors for High-Angle Rescue Robin Blandford Deep Creek Trail
(9C) Terrain Driven Search Management Matt Jacobs Oak
(FE-9C) Applying Drone Technology to Search and Rescue (Repeat) Dennis, Lawrence, Burtt Butterfly	Meadow
(9D) Patient Assessment in the SAR Environment (Part 1 of 2) Joseph Rabinowitz Deep Creek Meeting Room
(9G) Benfits of Dive Rescue In-House Maintenance Jerry Richert Cedar

All K9 specialty training sessions (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) stage at  
Camp Dr. entrance at 7:50 a.m., depart 8 a.m. — bring lunch 
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MEET AND GREET
Thursday, September 22, 2016 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Bent Shovel Brewery 
21678 S Latourette Rd, Oregon City, OR 
97045
Join us at Bent Shovel Brewery for the SARCon Meet 
and Greet! Shuttle pick-up every 10-15 minutes in front 
of the Cascade Activity Center (CAC). Beer prices at the 
brewery (cards accepted):
$3.50 — 12oz Glass
$5.00 — Pints
$8.00 — Small Growler Fill 
$15.00 — Large Growler Fill

NORTHWEST SARCON 
VENDOR EVENING
Friday, September 23, 2016 
5 - 8 p.m.
Cascade Activity Center

Sponsored by the 2016 Northwest SARCon  
vendors, this event will feature food catered by  
Busy Bee Catering, beverages, great door prizes and 
entertainment courtesy Wild Bill’s Casino. Show up 
early for your chance to win search-and-rescue gear 
furnished by the conference sponsors and vendors. This 
event is always a hit with conference participants! Don’t 
forget to wear your name badge to enter this event.  
Exclusive for Northwest SARCon attendees.

THE RECREATION 
HOUSE
Friday-Sunday, all day
The Recreation Center (located on the  
backside of the Cascade Activity Center)
Enjoy a friendly game of table tennis, foosball or darts in 
Camp Kuratli’s Recreation Center.

NORTHWEST SARCON 
BANQUET
Saturday, September 24, 2016 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner served at 6 p.m.  
Entertainment begins at 6:30 p.m.
Cascade Activity Center
Come and celebrate with your friends and colleagues 
at the annual Northwest SARCon banquet. This catered 
event will be serving an impressive buffet dinner and a 
no-host bar. After a relaxing dinner, sit back and enjoy 
entertainment from Larry Jones. Your name badge will 
be required to enter the banquet. For those who pur-
chased additional banquet tickets, you may pick up your 
guest’s badge at the Registration table on the day of the 
event.

CEDAR GROVE  
AMPHITHEATRE
Sit around the campfire lit each night and share stories 
with friends and colleagues. 

CABIN CIRCLE /  
MERLO SPORTS FIELD
Ask any staff at our Registration table to borrow our  
LED Frisbees, which we guarantee will lead to a fun 
twilight game!
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Breakfast
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 
Cascade Activity Center 

Opening Remarks
Sheriff Craig Roberts, Clackamas County  
Chair John Ludlow, State SAR Coordinator  
Scott Lucas and Lt. Ken Boell  
 8:30 – 9 a.m.  
Cascade Activity Center

KEYNOTE:  
Building a Highly Effective and Reliable 
SAR Team  
Scott Hammond 
9 – 10:30 a.m.

Dr. Hammond will show six things you can do to turn your SAR group into 
a Highly Effective and Reliable Team (HEART).  HEART SAR means focusing 
on team skills and building trust in high-stress situations.  His presentation 
is based on ten years of research with first responders and his own work as 
a SAR volunteer. Scott C. Hammond is a Professor of Management in the 
Jon M. Huntsman School of Business at Utah State University and author 
of Lessons of the Lost: Finding Hope and Resilience in Work, Life, and the 
Wilderness. This presentation is highly interactive and involves personal and 
team assessment.

_________________________

Northwest SARCon Vendor Evening
5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Cascade Activity Center
See page 12 for details.

_________________________

SAR  
Management
 1A
Understanding Lost Person Behavior  
Using the LPB
Craig McClure
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

This presentation covers understanding — and then using — lost-person 
behavioral profiles for search planning. It will cover how to extrapolate useful 
planning information from the vast data available in Lost Person Behavior. 
The participant will learn important background information, implications for 
search and rescue, search statistics, behavioral statistics, and how to plan a 
search for a given subject type. Participants will also have the opportunity to 
work several practical scenarios.

2A
ICS for Search Management
Tim Chase
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

In this 90-minute session, students will learn about ways to better 
implement and utilize the ICS system in small-scale missions. Through an 
interactive discussion and review of the Field Operations Guide for SAR, this 
class will help the student identify ways to increase efficiency and manage 
searches more effectively.

3A
Locating Remains in Rivers
Tom Evans
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

It is sometimes necessary to search for human remains in river systems — 
whether from accidental drowning, homicide, industrial accident, or suicide. 
Frequently SAR volunteers are tasked with searching for human remains, and 
incident managers tasked with coordinating volunteer efforts. These person-
nel could use an understanding of how bones, body parts, and bodies behave 
when in rivers, and where they are preferentially deposited, to improve 
search efficiency and success. This interactive lesson will discuss basic river 
processes, followed by a review of the literature related to the transport of 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23

Detailed Conference Schedule
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remains in rivers. It will culminate in depictions of the author’s 15 years of 
field work seeding bones in rivers and tracking where they were deposited 
over space and time. Rules of thumb for where remains can be found will 
be presented based on research data, and then a series of interactive case 
studies will be presented. This will be highly interactive and participatory — so 
attendees should expect to take notes and apply the information taught during 
case studies.

Wilderness
Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue:  
Operations-Level (TRR:OL) Course
Marcel Rodriguez
8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

This three-day course — based upon NFPA Standard 1006 — provides 
students with the fundamentals of rope rescue in the low-angle environment. 
Students will learn and practice the following skills: preplanning and size-up of 
rope rescue operations, knots, anchor systems, belay operations, ascending 
and descending lines, mechanical advantage systems, patient packaging and 
litter attending. Students will learn how to safely navigate low-angle or over-
the-bank rescue situations and assist rescuers in high-angle environments. 
Students who successfully complete this course will receive a certification 
card from Rescue3 International. Students must be at least 18 years old.

PPE Required: Climbing harness, climbing helmet, boots, gloves, eye 
protection, long pants.

Class Size/Additional Fee: Class size limited to 12. Due to class size 
limits, attendance will be limited to two members of an agency/team, with ad-
ditional members put on the wait list. The fee for this course is $190 to cover 
the cost of participant materials. The general conference fee is in addition to 
the fee for this course.

1B
Iceland’s Highland Patrol
Haraldur Haraldsson
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Every year, over 1 million tourists descend on the island nation of Iceland 
(population 330,000). Most will, at some point in their trip, head out to 
Iceland’s beautiful and remote Highlands. With no permanent infrastructure or 
services, tourists can quickly fall victim to a host of hazards. To help mitigate 
this problem, Iceland’s 90+ SAR teams each take responsibility for a section 
of the Highlands for one week during the tourist season — moving their team 
to a forward base and providing all emergency services in that section. In this 

session, members of BJ Sudurnes will share the details and stories of the 
Highland Patrol.

1Ba (Classroom/Field Exercise)
Visual Mantracking
Fernando Moreira
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

In this classroom and field exercise session, Fernando well be covering 
step-by-step tracking, tracking reports, basics on sign-cutting, night-tracking, 
and basics in crime-scene tracking investigations. There will be one hour in 
the classroom and two hours in the field. Please bring a lunch or purchase 
one on-site before going into the field.

2B (Classroom/Field Exercise)
GPS Land Navigation
Blake Miller
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

In this hands-on, real-time button-pushing class, students will learn the 
basic operating features of handheld GPS receivers. The classroom focus is 
placed on the practical aspects of the GPS System and how to properly set 
up individual units for field operations. The class discusses common mistakes 
and lessons learned from different experiences in the backcountry. The 
practical field exercise combines key features of the GPS receiver to success-
fully navigate, mark waypoints, and use the track log. Additionally, the field 
exercise demonstrates the critical need to correlate both the GPS unit with 
a map and compass. Tabletop and field exercises are linked to topographic 
maps and associated grid system.  

Gear: Students must bring their personal GPS receiver for this class.

2Ba
Animal Rescue for SAR teams
OHSTAR
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

In this field exercise, the Oregon Humane Society Technical Animal Rescue 
(OHSTAR) team will demonstrate how to approach a scared/injured animal, 
explain dog body language, and emphasize dog safety and handling. The 
team will instruct students how to make a hasty harness for dogs and a high-
angle setup using the gear any SAR team would already have on-hand. No 
PPE or gear required. This classroom session will be followed by a field 
exercise (FE-3B) from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 (cont.)



2016

Sept. 23-25, 2016 • Camp Kuratli, Oregon • nwsarcon.com

Conference Schedule (cont.)

15

3B
The 24-Hour Pack
Maxwell Malinow
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

This course will go over the concept of the 24-hour pack that is used within 
the Pacific Northwest Search and Rescue team. The course will go over the 
concepts of the pack, along with the pros/cons of specific pack types. General 
gear will be discussed along with more unique team-specific items.

FE-3Ba (Field Exercise)
Animal Rescue for SAR teams
OHSTAR
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

See session 2Ba for description.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required: helmet, harness, 

gloves, and eye protection.  Okay to just watch without PPE.

Technology
1C
Media: Friend or Foe?
Brian Jensen
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

This course will help you build a positive relationship with the media during 
search and rescue calls. Topics will include establishing a media location on 
searches, organizing press conferences and updates for the media, utilizing 
the resources of the media to help you on your searches, and preparing press 
releases that effectively communicate what is occurring on the search. This 
course will also cover some of the pitfalls to be aware of when dealing with 
the media — including things not to say — and how to maintain your poise 
when being interviewed.

 
FE-2C
Hands-on with Garmin GPS Devices
Bill Loud
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

In this session, participants will have hands-on time with Garmin GPS 
devices under field conditions. Bring your own GPS or use a provided unit. 
Learn how to optimize accuracy and how manage Tracklogs and Waypoints. 
Get hands-on experience with advanced features like Sight ‘N Go, Area 
Calculation, Data Field customization, Profiles and Wireless Sharing. Class is 
limited to 8 participants. This session will be repeated from 3:30 – 5:00 
p.m. on Friday.

FE-3C (Field Exercise)
Hands-on with Garmin GPS Devices  
(Repeat)
Bill Loud
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

See session FE-2C for description.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 (cont.)



2016

Sept. 23-25, 2016 • Camp Kuratli, Oregon • nwsarcon.com

Conference Schedule (cont.)

16

Medical
Patient Assessment in a SAR Environment
Kerry Noland
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (1D) Part 1 of 2
1:30 – 3:00 p.m. (2D) Part 2 of 2

Medical assessment in a wilderness emergency is an absolutely critical — 
yet often underperformed — part of a rescue. This popular session has been 
extended into two parts this year to ensure that students get a good base of 
knowledge to use in the later medical scenarios. Geared toward the volunteer 
rescuer or BLS provider, the session covers how to perform a basic medical 
assessment; determine how mentally intact a patient is; and ask the right 
questions. In addition, effective communication with a patient will be taught — 
as well as triage systems for multiple patients and how to communicate your 
findings with medical professionals. This session is eligible for continuing-
education credit.

3D
Rescuer Resiliency and Self-Care
Joseph Rabinowitz
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.  

Before taking care of an injured person in the backcountry, you have to 
take care of yourself first. You need to know what to eat and drink and how 
often, how to stay warm and dry, what to pack for you and your patient, and 
how to avoid injury. Learn these things and you will keep from becoming a 
patient yourself.  Examples of gear — including a basic medical kit and the 
AMR Reach and Treat kit — will be included.

K9
All K9 courses run  
Friday, Sept. 23 – Sunday, Sept. 25, 2016
from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

K9 Trailing Course
Luke Tessner, Johnnie Walter and Bill Carr
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Spanning the entire three-day conference, this extended course provides 
hands-on immersion in the techniques of training the scent-specific trailing 
dog. This is a field-based training opportunity to build K9 teams that are 

training for operational success. Trails and skills are built from the experi-
ences and actual casework of our diverse instructor staff. The techniques are 
offered in an open atmosphere to promote education with a heavy emphasis 
on operational safety. Attendees will cover all aspects of component training 
— from collection and introduction of scent, scent theory, reading canine body 
language, and reward. Scenario and exposure-based training will also be 
offered. This course is designed for dogs and handlers of all skill levels. 

Size: Space is limited to 19 handlers and their K9 partners. 
Gear: Handlers will need to bring a leash, trailing line, harness, treats and 

a toy for their K9.
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

Cadaver Dog Training Course
Edwin Grant, Colin Thielen and Dr. Lisa Briggs
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Over three days, the dogs will be evaluated by levels of training and indica-
tions. Dogs will be evaluated on a large and small source. Dogs and handlers 
will be assigned to beginner, intermediate and advanced groups. Dogs will be 
worked on and/or introduced to large source of human material. Dogs worked 
on larger sources will be dependent on ability and levels of training. Search 
locations will include open woods, fields, buildings and vehicles.

Dogs will also be evaluated on beginning water work and advanced on abil-
ity and experience. Handlers will be instructed on proper search techniques 
on water — from the beginning of a water search until the recovery. Boating 
search patterns will be a priority, along with the proper use of K9s on a water 
search and the use of handheld GPS. At the end of the weekend, handlers 
will be given the opportunity to work large sources on land and or boat. The 
handlers will be given the opportunity to certify for cadaver, land or water 
through Objective First Tactical K9.

Size: This course is limited to 16 handlers and their K9 partners. 
Gear: Handlers will need to bring lifejackets for water training and any 

other equipment needed for water training for your K9.
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.
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Wilderness Air Scent Non-Discriminatory
Tim Brown and Ian Gilbert-Ghormley
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“Wilderness Air Scent” is an introduction to air-scent K9 training for begin-
ning to intermediate dog teams. The goal of this course is to familiarize new 
and intermediate handlers with the basic aspects of K9 training and search 
technique. Topics to be covered include: run-aways, rewards, alerts, scent 
theory, planning to work a search area, utilizing support, and leading teams on 
searches. Attendees will also learn to troubleshoot training problems. 

The class is also open to a limited number of people who want to learn how 
to act as support for K9 teams and for hiding subjects. 

Dogs should have strong obedience and be able to work off-lead. 
Training will be customized to each handler and the K-9 based on experi-

ence to maximize return for your time. 
Size: Class is limited to 8 handlers and their K9 partners.
Gear: There will be training in different physical environments, so be sure 

to bring your full search backpack. Full field gear is required. Vaccinations 
should be current.

Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

K9 Airscent Night Exercise
Tim Brown and Ian Gilbert-Ghormley
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Enhanced SAR
1F
ATV Accidents: Prevention and  
First Response
Jeff Salzer
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, Salzer will highlight ATV accidents — focusing on the high 
numbers, types and seriousness of the injuries; first response in the field as 
an ATV rider; and the best way to prevent and minimize these accidents from 
happening.

1Fa
4WD Basic
Ken Boell , Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll  
and Dan Griffin
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this beginner classroom course, Boell, Ritchey, Schroll and Griffin — 
with their combined experience with off-road vehicles — will discuss 4WD 
misconceptions, review basic 4WD equipment and capabilities, and list and 
discuss basic gear needed for 4WD search operations and vehicle com-
munications. This classroom session will be followed by a field exercise 
(FE-2Fa) from 1:30 – 5:00 p.m. 

FE-2F (Field Exercise)
ASI ATV Safety Course
Justin Dersham
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

The ATV rider course is designed to teach students the safety procedures 
and riding principles needed to ensure a rider is making safe use of their 
Class 1 ATV while operating it in the field. This session is limited to 6 
participants.

Prerequisites: Riders are encouraged to complete the online rider safety 
course, and receive their Rider Education Card from the state of Oregon 
prior to class. This course is available at www.rideatvoregon.com. Successful 
completion of this course results in an ATV Certification from the ATV Safety 
Institute. Certification cards will be mailed directly to the students from ASI. 

Gear: Participants will need a Class 1 ATV (4-wheeler/non side-by-side,) 
a DOT approved helmet, full finger gloves, some kind of eye protection (face 
shield or goggles), boots that cover the ankles, long-sleeve shirt and long 
pants.

FE-2Fa (Field Exercise)
4WD Basic
Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll  
and Dan Griffin
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

This field exercise is designed for those just beginning their off-road experi-
ences; attendees will participate in a driving course. Concepts and equipment 
demonstrated will include: off camber, water bars, suspension flex, brake 
modulation, obstacle negotiation, hill climb and descent. Confidence-building 
and self-extraction will be emphasized. This class is limited to 20 vehicles.

Gear: Gloves and rain gear are encouraged.
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Water Rescue
Water Rescue and Rope Awareness 
Keith Gillespie
Part 1: 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. (2G) 
Part 2: 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. (3G)

In this two-part session, Gillespie introduces personnel to the problems as-
sociated with water and rope incidents, as well as the procedures to follow in 
flash-flood, large-scale disaster, and seasonal-flooding situations. The course 
is designed to develop knowledge in the areas of:

• Scene assessment and incident size up (of both existing and potential 
conditions)

• Resource ordering
• Activation procedures for rescue response
• Site control and scene management
• Hazard recognition and mitigation procedures
In order to accomplish the responsibilities of the awareness level re-

sponder, the course also provides students with a conceptual understanding 
of the principles, applications, and hazards associated with advanced water 
and rope rescue techniques.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 (cont.)
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NORTHWEST SARCON BANQUET
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. • dinner served at 6 p.m. • 
entertainment begins at 6:30 p.m.
Cascade Activity Center

Come and celebrate with your friends and colleagues at the annual 
Northwest SARCon banquet. This catered event will be serving an impressive 
buffet dinner and a no-host bar. After a relaxing dinner, sit back and enjoy 
entertainment from Larry Jones. 

Your name badge will be required to enter the banquet. For those who 
purchased additional banquet tickets, you may pick up your guest’s badge at 
the Registration table on the day of the event.

_________________________

SAR  
Management
 4A
Mapping for SAR Managers (Part 1 of 2)
Tim Chase
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

In this 3-hour course, students will be introduced to a wide variety of map-
ping tools and resources available for SAR managers in the state. The course 
will include demonstrations of various electronic mapping programs and an 
introduction to finding data to make your maps more useful. The class will 
also cover the best practices for using maps before, during, and after a mis-
sion. This will include planning, status tracking and documentation. If students 
have their own electronic mapping programs, they are encouraged to bring a 
laptop for practical exercises. This session will continue (5A) from 11:00 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

5A
Mapping for SAR Managers (Part 2 of 2)
Tim Chase
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

See session 4A for description.

6A
Hays Case Study and Table Top Exercise 
(Part 1 of 2)
Deputy John Gibson and Sgt. Sean Collinson
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Deputy Gibson and Sgt. Collinson of the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office 
Search and Rescue team will be proctoring this table-top exercise, based on a 
real SAR mission in Clackamas County in the late 1990s. The exercise deals 
with a missing mentally-ill subject that involved a multi-day search-and-rescue 
call, with hundreds of volunteer resources being deployed. Multiple operation 
periods will be covered, and mapping and segmentation will be required. After 
working the case, Deputy Gibson and Sgt. Collinson will walk you through 
the find — and lessons learned from the real mission. This session will 
continue (6A) from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

7A
Hays Case Study and Table Top Exercise 
(Part 2 of 2)
Deputy John Gibson and Sergeant Sean Collinson
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

See session 6A for description.

Wilderness
Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue: Opera-
tions-Level (TRR:OL) Course
Marcel Rodriguez
8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

See Friday, Sept. 23 for session description and PPE. 
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

Dual Capability Rope-Rescue Systems
Dave Clarke
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (4B) Classroom
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (FE-5B) Field Exercise

This classroom and field session is intended for experienced rope-rescue 
practitioners. Clarke will explain the differences between dual-capability, 
two-tensioned, and conventional main and belay rope rescue systems.  In a 
dual-capability system, each rope serves as both a mainline and a belay line.

After a discussion of recent trends and the pros and cons of each system, 
we will demonstrate the dual-capability system currently used by Portland 
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Mountain Rescue.  We believe that this system offers significant advantages 
over our previous techniques.  Attendees will have the opportunity to get 
hands-on experience with the system.

This demonstration will utilize the CMC MPD and show the latest MPD 
techniques — derived from a month of testing conducted this year in British 
Columbia.  However, MPDs are not necessary to make a dual-capability sys-
tem. We will discuss the criteria for using other devices in these systems so 
that teams can take advantage of the benefits of dual capability with the hard-
ware they already own and are familiar with. The field exercise is limited to 
16 participants.  The classroom portion of this session is not limited.  

FE-4B (Field Exercise)
Survival Techniques for SAR Personnel
Fernando Moreira
8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

In this field-exercise session, Fernando will cover basic shelters, how to 
start a fire, gear that you should have in SAR missions, and how to collect 
water and to be able to survive in all types of weather and conditions.

Gear: Bring 24-hour SAR Pack.

5B
UTM Plotting
Blake Miller
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, attendees will learn the essentials of position plotting with 
this simple navigation coordinate system. UTM is used to identify locations on 
earth in meters. 

Gear: Bring your GPS receiver to pair UTM with topographic map and GPS 
receiver.

Set-up and Navigate Search Grids with 
GPS
Ken Snell and Jerry King
1:30 – 3:00 p.m. (6B) Classroom
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.  (FE-7B) Field Exercise

This session is designed for SAR searchers that design Type 2 search 
patterns for polygons given to them by the local deputy sheriff. The course 
will review the basic Type 2 search technique that are commonly used in 
search and rescue. However, this class will expand on the fundamentals — as 
well as discuss use of handheld GPS units to lay out patterns to effectively 
conduct searches. 

Gear: A handheld GPS is required for the class. 
This session is limited to 15 participants.

6Ba
Small Party Assisted Rescue (SPAR):  
An Introduction to Rescue Techniques  
Requiring Minimal Equipment  
and Personnel
Tom Evans
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

The vast majority of backcountry accidents take place with few people 
present — making that small group of people the best resources for starting 
or completing simple rescues. Small Party Assisted Rescue (SPAR) is the 
idea that for most minor injuries, only a small group of people are needed to 
accomplish, or at least start, a rescue even in rough terrain. In this course 
we will explore when to use SPAR techniques, what minimal equipment is 
needed to perform these kinds of rescues, and how to perform raises and 
lowers with minimal equipment. These techniques can be used by callout 
rescue teams when initial resources reach a patient, often lacking equipment, 
and by personnel. Topics covered will include: Simple webbing anchors, 
simple rope-only anchors, Münter Hitch lowers and belays with common vari-
ants, fixed brake lowers, simple haul systems using minimal equipment, inline 
traveling hauls, counterbalances, convert to lower, contingency rigging, and 
vector raises. 

Gear: No PPE needed — however, it would be useful, but not required, for 
attendees to have a couple carabiners, a small personal pulley or two, and 
one or two rope grabs (prusik loops, Tiblock, Rollnlock, Micro Traxion, Rope-
man, etc.), webbing, and a rope.

7B
Balancing Act: Making Life Work  
When It Matters Most
Trey Doty
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Life balance is more than practicing a few simple techniques. Integrating 
work and life demand a commitment to understanding your purpose, identity, 
and relationships as foundational to your emotional and psychological health. 
In this course, discover ways to navigate the impact of trauma through an 
intentional approach to your overall well-being.
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Technology
4C
Applying Drone Technology to Search  
and Rescue
Lawrence Dennis, Tim Lawrence and Stephen Burtt
9:00 – 10 a.m.

In this classroom session, members of Aerial Technology International will 
give an overview of drone technology — and how it will shape the future of 
search and rescue.

5C
Technology for Search and Rescue –  
Features and Limitations
Ron Wright
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

In this session, Wright will demonstrate the technology available for use 
in outdoor and rescue situations to locate and communicate. GPS, Personal 
Locator Beacons, EPIRBs, radios, cell phones, and satellite phones will be 
discussed — as well as how they differ, what their capabilities are, and what 
to look for in the future. This session will be repeated (8C) on Sunday from 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

FE-5C (Field Exercise)
Applying Drone Technology to  
Search and Rescue
Lawrence Dennis, Tim Lawrence and Stephen Burtt
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this field session, we will explore different ways that drone technology 
can be used to assist current and future SAR activities. Attendees will learn 
the basics of safely deploying a drone in a SAR setting with a focus on flight 
operations and the utilization of various sensors and payloads. This field 
exercise will be repeated (FE-9C) Sunday, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

6C
D4H™ DECISIONS Train The Trainer
Robin Blandford
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, Blandford will demonstrate “the secret to capturing good 
data”: D4H™ DECISIONS Records Management Overview and the new 
D4H™ LIVE Realtime Operations Platform.  This is a basic step-by-step 
course, suitable for complete beginners.  

Gear: D4H Train the Trainer requires wi-fi and candidates to bring their 
own laptops.

7C
Introduction to SARTopo
Matt Jacobs
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

SARTopo is a free, offline-capable mapping solution tailored specifically 
to search and rescue. Because SARTopo allows everyone — including field 
teams — to work off the same maps and data, it can improve situational 
awareness and operational efficiency. This session will show how to use 
SARTopo to quickly visualize terrain, generate 1:24k assignment maps and 
forms, preload segments to GPS, track field teams, filter and manage tracks, 
and log clues.

Medical
4D
Bleeding and Hemorrhage Control
John Krummenacker and Josh Brown
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

This course will cover the new national standards for bleeding and 
hemorrhage control as adopted by NAEMT and the Hartford Consensus.  
Students will learn out to identify, treat and control both basic and catastrophic 
bleeding.  Students will get an opportunity to try several methods of bleeding 
control and have hands on time with various commercially available tourniquet 
systems.
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5D
Chest Trauma Management
John Krummenacker and Josh Brown
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

This class will offer an overview of both penetrating and blunt chest trauma, 
chest and abdominal anatomy, mechanisms of injury, diagnoses and field 
treatment.  

6D
Fracture and Dislocation Management for 
Lost Subjects and Searcher
Garin Duffield
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

This session was developed as a result of so many rescues involving 
orthopedic injuries — broken bones, torn ligaments, and dislocations. This 
session is aimed at giving the volunteer or BLS rescuer the tools to appropri-
ately assess and manage a range of injuries in the wilderness environment. 
Basic concepts such as spinal immobilization, extremity fractures, dislocations 
of the shoulder, hip, and patella, and pelvic immobilization will be discussed 
and treatments demonstrated. Learn to use commercial splints as well as 
improvising with what you have in your pack. This session is eligible for 
continuing-education credit.

7D
NW Environmental Injury
Garin Duffield
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Outdoor recreation in the Pacific Northwest often produces a set of com-
mon injuries and illness — chief among which are heat and cold illness, head 
injuries, poisonings, and anaphylaxis. This is a great session for any hiker, 
climber, or skier, as well as a rescuer. These topics will be addressed so that 
anyone can recognize, understand, and treat these commonly seen injury 
patterns. How can you differentiate a mild from a severe head injury? Come 
to this session to find out. This session is eligible for continuing-education 
credit.

K9
See Friday, Sept. 23 for K9 session descriptions.

Enhanced SAR
4F
Natural Resource Damages from OHV 
within the National Forest System Lands
Ross Gamboa and Ryan Bussmus
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

In this session, USFS Law Enforcement Officer Ross Gamboa will discuss 
the Federal Regulations with Off Highway Vehicles (OHV) within National 
Forest System lands.

4Fa
4WD Advanced
Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll and Dan Grif-
fin
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

In this advanced session, Boell, Ritchey, Schroll and Griffin will discuss 
environmental factors affecting 4WD SAR operations — including mud, snow, 
ice, sand, rocks and water crossings. They will include vehicle inspection, 
maintenance and spare parts. Participants will have the opportunity to see a 
tire-plug demonstration. This session will be followed by a field exercise 
(FE-5Fa) from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

5F
ATVs in SAR
Jeff Salzer
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, Salzer will be discussing recommended and required 
equipment for the searcher and ATV, advanced riding techniques, and uses 
on the ATV on search missions. No equipment needed. This session will 
be followed by a field exercise (FE-6F) from 1:30 – 5:00 p.m. for those 
participants who have brought their ATVs.
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FE-5Fa (Field Exercise)
4WD Advanced
Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll  
and Dan Griffin
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

In this advanced field exercise, participants will learn how to set tire pres-
sure, and about picking lines and spotting. Advanced recovery, tow points and 
problem-solving will also be demonstrated and practiced. 

Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly. 
Gear: Gloves and rain gear are encouraged.
This class is limited to 20 vehicles. 

FE-6F (Field Exercise)
ATVs in SAR Field Applications
Jeff Salzer
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

In this session, Salzer will be putting to use what was discussed it the 
classroom session. This will be a hands-on demonstration of advanced 
riding techniques, stuck vehicle extractions, search techniques, and subject 
transport. 

Gear: PPE is required (Approved DOT helmet, eye protection, long sleeve 
shirt, long pants, and leather gloves) and of course an ATV to use during the 
class. 

This field exercise is limited to 10 participants.

ATV Night Ride
Jeff Salzer
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

This evening course will take place after the banquet for 2-3 hours. We 
will practice some technical riding skills and search techniques in a nighttime 
environment. This will be a hands-on demonstration. Class size is limited to 
10 riders.

Water Rescue
FE-4G (Field Exercise)
Swift Water Awareness
Adam Tingey and Nate Thompson
8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Many search operations take place near some sort of waterway. It is highly 
beneficial for the search and rescue professional to have a basic awareness 
of water safety for themselves and/or search partners and victims. This full 
day field exercise will cover the basics of specialized equipment, water hydrol-
ogy, and basic self/partner rescue techniques. 

Gear: This course will involve swimming and the navigation of difficult terrain. 
Specialized equipment such as dry suits, thermals, gloves, PFD, helmet and 
shoes are required. Students are encouraged to bring their own equipment.  

This field exercise is limited to 10 participants.
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

5G
Changing Weather Patterns  
for the Northwest
Rod Hill
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, local meteorologist and founder of portlandweather.com 
Rod Hill will highlight the changing seasonal weather patterns a warming 
climate is bringing to the Northwest.

6G
Dive Rescue Search Patterns
Jerry Richert
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

“Dive Rescue Search Patterns” will cover the so-called “bread and butter” 
search patterns that are effective, simple and safe to use. This is a great 
class for new teams, team members or others that may not have a set of 
go-to search patterns. This classroom session will be followed by a field 
exercise (FE-7G) from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

FE-7G
Dive Rescue Search Patterns  
(Field Exercise)
Jerry Richert
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

See session 6G for description.
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SAR  
Management
8A
Reflex Tasking for the SAR Manager
Craig McClure
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

“Reflex tasking” is the cornerstone of quickly and effectively deploying 
resources — implementing a logical search plan in the initial phases of a 
search. Reflex tasking is an easily repeatable process requiring few planning 
inputs, and can help you as the search manager or searcher achieve rapid 
results on a search. Find them, quickly. That’s the goal — and you’ll leave this 
class with new skills to do just that.

9A
Search to Crime Scene:  
Scene Preservation
Wendi Babst
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

If in the course of a search, evidence emerges that a crime has been com-
mitted, search-and-rescue personnel must take appropriate steps to preserve 
it – increasing the likelihood the case can be successfully investigated and the 
person responsible brought to justice. Taught by a law-enforcement veteran, 
this session will give searchers the skills they need to accomplish this goal.

Segmenting for Search Planners  
Corey Stone
Part 1: 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. (10A)
Part 2: 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. (11A)

This class will explore considerations that must be made when creating 
“searchable segments” for ground teams. Key items will be: natural segment 
borders, artificial segment borders, man-made segment borders, segment size 
related to resource capability, segment size and POD for a limited resource, 
searcher safety, terrain, vegetation, other hazards (snow, ice, and crevasses), 
and time necessary to search in daylight. Students will be shown examples for 
actual search maps and given a mathematical reference table for estimat-
ing appropriate search areas by resource level. Different tools for estimating 
land areas will be shown — including MyTopo Terrain Navigator, which will be 
demonstrated to show how to determine the land area on any shape segment. 
Students will have an opportunity to segment on handout maps and discuss 
choices with the group. This class is limited to 20 students.

Wilderness
Rescue3 Technical Rope Rescue:  
Operations-Level (TRR:OL) Course
Marcel Rodriguez
8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

See Friday, Sept. 23 for session description and PPE.
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

8B
Sea Cliff Rescue & Casualty Recovery in 
the Irish Coast Guard
Robin Blandford
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

The green cliffs of the Irish Coast provide an iconic beauty. They also 
provide a very unique rescue terrain for the Irish Coast Guard members 
who respond to numerous cliff rescues every year. Being devoid of natural 
anchors, the rescue teams have developed and refined techniques for picket-
based anchors for high-angle rescues. Join Irish Coast Guard volunteer Robin 
Blandford as he presents the scenarios faced and the systems used in this 
challenging environment. This session will include both a lecture and field 
session (FE-9B).

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25
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9B
Size-up, Command, and Control of the 
Technical Rope Incident
Craig McClure
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this classroom session, learn the best practices to effectively evaluate, 
communicate, and execute a technical rope incident. We will discuss standard 
commands, size up protocol, span of control, and effective management prac-
tices needed to ensure safety, efficiency, and ultimately success of a technical 
incident. This class will be helpful to any level of rescuer, and does not require 
technical rescue knowledge.

FE-9B (Field Exercise)
Picket-Based Anchors for  
High-Angle Rescue
Robin Blandford
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In a continuation of the session 8B lecture, Blandford will have participants 
in this field exercise understand the requirements of a picket-based anchor 
system.  He will demonstrate the ability to rig a picket-based anchor system in 
poor ground conditions, as well as help attendees understand the limitations 
of picket-based anchor systems.  Participants will learn to be able to select 
and care for the equipment of a picket-based anchor system and understand 
the safety benefits of a Parallel Rope Rescue System. Blandford will dem-
onstrate the ability to lower and haul on a picket-based system, show how to 
recover an injured climber, and give insight into the decision-making when 
performing a rescue above the sea.

10B
USAR Response in Haiti
Haraldur Haraldsson and Halldor Halldorsson
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

The 2010 earthquake in Haiti was an epic disaster, resulting in the deaths 
of nearly 200,000 people. The Icelandic Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) 
team was the first team on the ground to assist with the devastation. In this 
session, two members of that team will discuss their experiences in arriving 
in Haiti within 24 hours of the event — as well as the issues and events that 
followed during their time in-country.

FE-10B
Technical Rope Rescue Mock SAR 
Craig McClure
1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Put the skills and tips learned in the “Size-Up, Command, and Control of 
the Technical Rope Incident” session to use with real moving rope and con-
sequences! This sesssion will focus on the size-up, leadership, and control of 
technical rope problems. 

Gear: Bring inspected and logged team gear, personal PPE, harness, and 
a radio capable of operation on SAR Orange. 

Pre-registration is required so instructor(s) can plan for gear and 
appropriate scenarios.

11B
K9 Support for the Type 2 Searcher
Stephen Korpi and Trisha Schulz
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

This is an introductory course intended for Type 2 searchers who do not 
regularly work with K9 teams and wish to be prepared if called upon to support 
a wilderness air scent K9 team during a search. Topics will include scent theory, 
search area planning, benefits and limitations of K9s and support roles.

Technology
8C
Technology for Search and Rescue –  
Features and Limitations (Repeat)
Ron Wright
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

See session 5C for description.

9C
Terrain Driven Search Management
Matt Jacobs
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

In this session, participants will learn about new research into the effect 
of terrain on lost person behavior. This presentation will cover the objective 
research findings and the author’s opinions of their implications on current 
search management practices, as well as examining how they relate to some 
real-life search scenarios.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 (cont.)
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FE-9C
Applying Drone Technology to  
Search and Rescue (Repeat)
Lawrence Dennis, Tim Lawrence and Stephen Burtt
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

See session FE-5C for description.

10C
Using Metal Detectors in SAR
Bob Mote
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

As the leading countermine supplier to the U.S. military, Minelab now offers 
cutting-edge technology that improves both evidence-recovery time and 
courtroom-preparation efficiencies for field investigators. Minelab’s solutions 
are specifically designed for forensic sciences, Homeland Security, federal 
investigation agencies, police departments, marine law-enforcement dive 
teams, fire departments and military.

Key solution features:
• Faster evidence-recovery time and improved data-collection efficiency
• Ruggedized design for all-terrain and underwater environments
• Specialized in identifying bullet casings, knives, guns, jewelry, coins and 

small metal fragments
• Software technology solutions allow teams to collect field data, add sup-

porting notes and images, archive to file, and exchange data to and from the 
field in real-time

11C
Next Generation 911
Michelle Renault
3:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Ever wondered how 911 actually works and its involvement in search and 
rescue? The class will explain how 911 calls are received and what informa-
tion is provided to the dispatcher. Listen to an actual 911 call for service on a 
search and rescue. Discuss the differences between large 911 centers and 
small centers and their actual responsibilities. This session will recommend 
ideas for working with your own center and discuss training opportunities for 
both to provide a better response. We will also be going over what is coming 
next for 911 — including texting/pics/video.

Medical
8D
Patient Packaging for SAR Missions
Bozeb Beckwith
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

After you have located your subject and determined their injuries, how 
do you get them safely out if they can’t walk?  This class focuses on how to 
“package” a person in a litter so they can be safely evacuated. Learn how to 
use internal lashing, insulation, weatherproofing, and litter rigging to ensure 
your patient is warm, secure, comfortable, and easily accessible for medical 
evaluation within a litter. Also covered will be basic use of SKED and Stokes 
litters, basic knots, and carrying techniques. Application of these techniques 
will be useful in the medical scenarios that follow. This session is eligible for 
continuing education credit.

9D
Patient Assessment in the  
SAR Environment (Part 1 of 2)
Joseph Rabinowitz
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

If you’ve attended the sessions “Fracture and Dislocation Management for 
Lost Subjects and Searcher,” “Patient Packaging for SAR Missions,” and “NW 
Environmental Illness and Injuries,” now learn how to actually do what you’ve 
been taught.  This field exercise is a great opportunity to get “hands-on” with 
a variety of medical skills.  Taught by paramedics and in an outside environ-
ment, you will triage, assess, treat, splint, package, and communicate — and 
end up with more confidence in your medical skills. Have you ever taken a 
blood pressure, given epinephrine, or tested blood sugar? No? This session 
will teach the novice these skills — and will be a great review for those BLS 
providers working in the wilderness. You do not need to attend any classroom 
sessions to participate, but it is strongly recommended. Please dress ap-
propriately for the weather.  This session continues from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.  
This session is eligible for continuing education credit.

10D
Patient Assessment in the  
SAR Environment (Part 2 of 2)
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

See session 9D for description.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 (cont.)
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K9
See Friday, Sept. 23 for K9 session descriptions.

Enhanced SAR
FE-8F
ATV in SAR Advanced Ride
Jeff Salzer
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

We will be traveling to a local OHV park so we can apply what was learned 
in the previous sessions. This session will allow students to practice their 
skills in a less controlled/confined environment. 

Gear: Full SAR gear will be required for this session to include PPE (Ap-
proved DOT helmet, eye protection, long sleeve shirt, long pants, and leather 
gloves) GPS, and FRS radio and ATV. You will be responsible for transporting 
your ATV to the riding area. 

Limited to 10 students.
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly.

FE-8Fa
4WD Vehicle Stabilization/Extrication
Ken Boell, Karl Ritchey, Chad Schroll  
and Dan Griffin
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

In this field exercise, participants will use this scenario based application of 
learned concepts to stabilize vehicles and allow safe extrication of vehicles, 
depending on time allowed.

Gear: Gloves and rain gear are encouraged.
This class is limited to 20 vehicles. 
Lunch is not provided in the field. Please plan accordingly. 

Water Rescue
8G
Underwater Crime Scene Investigation 
(Operations)
Phillip Graf
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

This session is designed to provide an introduction to information to 
certified Peace Officer Standards and Training (P.O.S.T) officials, coroners, 
deputy coroners, certified Medico Legal Investigators (ABMDI), and non-
P.O.S.T. members to include search and recovery dive personnel and rescue 
personnel who may respond to an in-water evidence search or water-related 
drowning. Evidence search may include items of interest or cadavers.

The purpose of the “Underwater Crime Scene Investigation Operations” 
program is to provide necessary skills and knowledge in performing under-
water crime scene investigations, preservation, and proper documentation for 
court-ready testimony.

9G
Benefits of Dive Rescue  
In-House Maintenance
Jerry Richert
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

This session will cover the benefits of doing maintenance and annual 
servicing yourself. This presentation is good for any team or team member. 
We discuss the importance of building relationships with your local dive shop 
while providing you with information on classes you can take to do repairs 
in-house. Saving time and money is always important, but always brings up 
the question of accountability! This presentation has always sparked great 
discussions.

10G
Investigations into the Loss of a  
Public Safety Diver
Phillip Graf
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

What type of scrutiny can your agency expect after the death of one of your 
own? What will your agency go through in the event that they lose a diver dur-
ing training and/or operations? In this session, Graf will discuss the investiga-
tions into the loss of a public-safety diver.  

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25 (cont.)
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PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
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SILVER SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSOR

BREAKFAST SPONSOR
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UMF, LLC
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Columbia Dining Hall at 
Camp Kuratli

Breakfast:  
Saturday/Sunday 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Lunch: 
Fri.-Sun. 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Carver Cafe
16471 SE Hwy. 224
Damascus, OR
503-658-3206
(Breakfast and lunch served daily)
5.1 miles / 7 minutes from Camp Kuratli
 
Carver Hanger
16196 SE Hwy. 224
Carver, OR
503-658-2576
5.2 miles / 7 minutes from Camp Kuratli
(Lunch, dinner, lounge)

Da Fat Boyz BBQ
Camp Circle at Camp Kuratli
Friday / Saturday:
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
(Pulled-pork sandwiches, ribs, beans, 

coleslaw)

Stone Cliff Inn
17900 S. Clackamas River Drive
Oregon City, OR 97045
503-631-7900
5.5 miles/9 minutes from Camp Kuratli
(Lunch, dinner, lounge)

Elusive Trout Pub
39333 Proctor Blvd
Sandy, OR 97055
503-668-0900
Sun-Thurs 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
9.7 miles/16 minutes from Camp Kuratli

Wall Street Pizza
39041 Proctor Blvd.
Sandy, OR 97055
503-668-3578
9.6 miles/15 minutes from Camp Kuratli

Damascus Subway
15679 SE 135th Ave. Ste 100
Clackamas, OR 97015
503-655-6152
(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
7.5 miles/12 minutes from Camp Kuratli
 
Barton Store
24802 SE Hwy. 224
Boring, OR 
(Sundries, beverages, snacks)
Across Hwy. 224 from Camp Kuratli

Clackamas Town Center
11900 SE 82nd Ave.
Clackamas, OR 97015
503-653-6913
(Shopping, Dining, Movie Theater)
11.7 miles/19 minutes from Camp Kuratli
www.clackamastowncenter.com

Happy Valley Town Center
15861 SE Happy Valley Town Center 

Drive
Happy Valley, OR
6.7 miles/13 minutes from Camp Kuratli
www.shophvtc.com
(Grocery, restaurants, coffee, shopping) 

Old Mill Saloon
150 SW Frontage Rd.
Estacada, OR 97023
503-630-1909
Fri-Sat 7 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Sun 7 a.m. - 12 a.m.
14.6 miles/21 minutes from Camp 

Kuratli
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Wendi Babst
Captain Wendi Babst began her career 

with the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office 
in 1984 as an office specialist. She was 
promoted to Deputy Sheriff in 1988. She 
worked in the Patrol Division and held posi-
tions as Field Training Officer and Public 
Information Officer during her time as a 
deputy. Babst was promoted to the rank of 
Detective in 1988 and served as a major 
crimes detective until 2005. From 2005 to 
2006 she again held the Public Information 
Officer position until she was promoted to 
the rank of Sergeant in May of 2006. As a 
sergeant she worked assignments in the Pa-
trol Division and was the team leader for the 
Hostage Negotiation Team (HNT) and as the 
supervisor of the Cadet Program. In 2007, 
she was selected as the program director 
for the multi-disciplinary Domestic Violence 
Enhanced Response Team (DVERT) and 
during that time helped to establish the 
Inter-agency Child Exploitation Prevention 
Team (INTERCEPT) and served as the 
sergeant there until 2009, when she was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. As a 
lieutenant she had served as a patrol watch 
commander, the Chief of Police for the cities 
of Happy Valley, Damascus and Estacada, 
the commander of the Clackamas County 
Inter-agency Drug Task Force (CCITF) and 
Special Investigations Unit (SIU) and as the 
lieutenant for the Investigations Division. In 
March of 2014, she was promoted to Cap-
tain and assigned to the Support Services 
Division. In June of 2015, she was selected 
and attended the 260th session of the FBI 
National Academy. 

Captain Babst is currently the program 
manager for Crisis Intervention Training 
and serves as an instructor at the semi-
annual trainings for sheriff’s office and other 
regional CIT programs.

Captain Babst has a BS degree in 
Criminal Justice from Southern Oregon 
University and an Executive Master of 

Public Administration degree from Portland 
State University. For the past 6 years she 
has been teaching criminal justice courses 
at Clackamas Community College as part of 
their adjunct faculty. 

She lives with her husband of 31 years 
and has five sons.

Bozeb Beckwith
Bozeb Beckwith wears a lot of hats: He 

works for both AMR and Portland Fire and 
is a valued member of both the AMR Reach 
and Treat Team and Portland Mountain Res-
cue. He also snowshoes and skis. He has a 
wide variety of wilderness travel and rescue 
experience and often acts as a liaison 
between the many groups he is a part of.

Robin Blandford
Robin Blandford has 13 years of service 

as a volunteer in the Irish Coast Guard 
and is currently acting as Deputy Officer In 
Charge (DOiC) for the North Dublin coastal 
area — one of the busiest teams in Ireland. 
Prior to this, Robin previously qualified as 
Cliff Rescue & Casualty Recovery Instruc-
tor, Training Officer, Equipment Officer, and 
SAR Boat Coxswain. Their local team of 25 
volunteers carry out around 85 coastal res-
cues a year in the highly populated region 
they cover.

In 2008, Robin combined his background 
in the Coast Guard with his studies in Digital 
Media Engineering to become CEO and 
Founder of D4H Technologies. D4H is the 
#1 data management software for emergen-
cies and incidents worldwide, providing 
“Right Information When Things Go Wrong” 
within SAR units, industrial facilities, public 
safety teams, and corporate crises for more 
than 8 years.

Lisa Briggs
Dr. Lisa Briggs is a full professor of 

criminology and criminal justice at West-
ern Carolina University and co-owner of 
Search Recovery Consultants. She is also 
the president of the State of North Carolina 
Criminal Justice Association. She has been 
recognized as being one of the top educa-
tors in the state of North Carolina, and holds 
a Ph.D. in Crime and Deviance, a Master of 
Public Affairs, and a Master of Science. She 
has field experience in law enforcement and 
criminal justice, and has taught at several 
major universities including University of 
Connecticut, North Carolina State Univer-
sity, East Tennessee State University, and 
Western Carolina University. 

She is a committed educator and has 
been honored with several teaching awards 
and service awards because of her dedica-
tion to serving the community and the field 
of criminal justice. She is the author of 
over 25 academic publications, including 
textbooks, peer-reviewed articles, and book 
chapters. Importantly, she merges her com-
mitment to education with her passion of 
being a human-recovery canine handler and 
trainer. Her current research focus is on the 
science of human decomposition and the 
use of scent detection canines. She actively 
serves on local, state and federal missing 
person cases.

 
Josh Brown
Josh Brown is a patrol deputy with the 

Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office in the 
Patrol Division. Josh is an EMT and also an 
instructor with CCSO and has a background 
in civilian emergency medicine.
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Tim Chase
Tim Chase began working for Linn County 

in 1997 and has been involved in SAR since 
2005. During that time he has served in ca-
pacities ranging from search-team member 
to team leader to Incident Commander on 
multi-day searches. Tim has a passion for 
search theory and the analytical aspects of 
search planning. 

Tim graduated summa cum laude with 
a Bachelor’s of Science from OSU in 
2008 where his studies focused on human 
behavior and psychology. Tim is the past 
chairperson of the Ground Search Manage-
ment curriculum committee with the Oregon 
State Sheriff’s Association. He is currently 
the SAR Coordinator for Lane County.

Dave Clarke
Dave Clarke has been an active member 

of Portland Mountain Rescue (PMR) since 
2000. He currently serves a Rescue Leader 
and trainer. He recently completed a term 
as the President of the National Mountain 
Rescue Association (MRA). Dave is retired 
from the Gresham Fire Department, where 
he served as a Captain and the leader of the 
technical rescue team. Dave has delivered 
rope-rescue presentations at several MRA 
conferences, at the International Techni-
cal Rescue Symposium (ITRS) and at the 
International Commission on Alpine Rescue 
(ICAR).

 
Sean Collinson
Sergeant Sean Collinson has been a 

member of the Clackamas County Sher-
iff’s Office for the last 21 years and on the 
Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office SAR 
team for the past 16 years and the Sergeant 
on team for the past 11 years. Sgt. Collinson 
is also a member of the Child Abduction Re-
sponse Team (CART) and the Peer Support 
Team for the Sheriff’s Office. Sgt. Collinson 
has received extensive training in search 

management and ICS, and is currently a 
Ground Search Management instructor 
and Managing Land Search Operations 
instructor for the State of Oregon and is the 
President of Oregon State Sheriff’s Associa-
tion Search and Rescue. Sergeant Collinson 
has also been involved in several hundred 
search and rescue missions across Oregon 
— including the helicopter crash on Mt. 
Hood (2002), the search for Fred Frauens 
(2003) and Hood River County’s search 
for Nikko Cooke, Kelly James and Brian 
Hall in December of 2006. Sgt. Collinson 
has received Meritorious Service Awards in 
2002, 2012 and 2016 for his service in SAR, 
and he and his team were honored as “SAR 
Program of the Year” in 2010. In 2013 he 
was part of the Ground Search Management 
Team that received the SAR Program of the 
Year award.

Justin Dersham
Deputy Justin Dersham has been a 

Deputy with the Clatsop County Sheriff’s 
Office for eight years. During that time 
he has filled positions as a patrol deputy, 
resident deputy, and firearms instructor. 
Deputy Dersham currently holds the special 
assignment of Forest Patrol Deputy. His cur-
rent duties include providing ATV Instruction 
to youths and adults through 4H along with 
the ATV Safety Institute. Deputy Dersham is 
also a Ground Team Coordinator for Clatsop 
County Search and Rescue and he patrols 
Clatsop State Forest Lands.

Trey Doty
Trey Doty currently is President of 

Responder Life, a nonprofit organization 
serving first responders. Additionally, he is 
a chaplain for the FBI-Portland Division, a 
leadership coach for George Fox Univer-
sity, and a member of the Pastoral Care 
and Consultation Committee for Legacy 
Emanuel Hospital and Medical Center, a 
level-one trauma center. Previously, he has 

served as a pastor, seminary development 
director, and the executive director of a 
grant making foundation.

He received a B.S. in Sociology/Social 
Work from George Fox University and his 
Master of Divinity from George Evangelical 
Seminary. His post-graduate studies include 
a Certificate of Nonprofit Development from 
Portland State University and the completion 
of a 12-month Residency in Clinical Pastoral 
Education from Legacy Emanuel Hospital 
and Medical Center, a level-one trauma 
center in Portland, OR. He is a recorded 
(ordained) Friends pastor in the Northwest 
Yearly Meeting of Friends Churches.

Trey resides in Portland, OR.

Garin Duffield
Garin Duffield grew up in Eugene, OR, 

and has worked as a volunteer for the 
Dexter and Sheridan Fire Departments. He 
has always enjoyed the outdoors, and is an 
avid runner, fisherman, and backpacker. He 
is a member of the 2012 Reach and Treat 
(RAT) academy and currently works full-time 
on the RAT ambulance for American Medical 
Response.

Tom Evans
Tom Evans attended the University of 

Washington and earned four bachelor’s de-
grees (Geology, Biochemistry, Cell Biology, 
and Evolutionary Biology), then attended 
Washington University and earned an M.A. 
in Geology. He spent two years teaching 
and tutoring in the Seattle area before going 
back to graduate school to earn a Ph.D. in 
Earth Sciences and a Certificate in Col-
lege Teaching at Montana State University. 
Throughout this process he realized how his 
cognitive skills could be utilized to benefit 
those working at height (volunteer rope 
rescuers, fire/rescue personnel, rope access 
technicians, etc.) to improve their safety. 
Tom started a research program to generate 
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data that could be utilized by the profes-
sional rope user. His results have been 
presented at ITRS and MRA/NASAR annual 
meetings, where he champions the use of 
data and critical thinking to determine the 
safest and most efficient methods to use. 
In addition, Tom is an ambassador for data-
driven teaching and learning techniques, 
and seeks to help others use these methods 
to improve their professional practice. 
Recently Tom started a nonprofit, SAR^3, to 
further rigging research and teaching.

 
John Gibson
John Gibson has been a Deputy with the 

Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office since 
1995. Deputy Gibson has been involved 
with search and rescue starting as an 
Explorer with Multnomah County SAR in 
1986 holding the positions of Squad Leader, 
Post President, and Advisor. In 1997 Deputy 
Gibson became Search and Rescue Coor-
dinator with the Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Office. He held the position of President with 
the Mt. Hood SAR Council for four years. 
He also held the position of President/Chair 
of the Oregon State Sheriff’s Association for 
seven years, and is currently the Vice Chair 
of the SAR Council. He is also a member 
of the Oregon Governor’s Commission on 
Search and Rescue. Deputy Gibson also 
instructs Managing Land Search Opera-
tions classes as well as Incident Command 
courses. Deputy Gibson has been involved 
with searching for three high-profile missing 
children cases: Ashley Pond, Miranda Gad-
dis, and Matal Sanchez.

Ian Gilbert-Ghormley
Ian Gilbert-Ghormley has been active in 

search and rescue in Northwest Oregon for 
11 years. He is a member of North Oregon 
Regional Search and Rescue (NORSAR) 
and has been training search-and-rescue 
dogs for the last 6 years. He has assisted 
training new members and new dogs com-

ing into search and rescue and helped solve 
training challenges with others. As the K9 
Training Coordinator of NORSAR, he is 
responsible for helping and supporting the 
handlers with what they need to succeed, 
providing exercise ideas and guiding new 
dog-handlers. He also coordinates and 
proctors K9 testing based on the OSSA K9 
standards to help prepare NORSAR’s dogs 
for the state certification tests. Ian is also 
an instructor for land navigation, searcher 
safety and survival, and taught air-scent K9 
during SARCon 2015.

His 7-year old chocolate lab, Cora, has 
been state-certified through the Oregon 
State Sheriff’s Association for Wilderness 
Air Scent for 3 years. Together they have re-
sponded to countless wilderness and urban 
searches for a variety of missing subjects 
all over the region. Cora and Ian have 3 
finds; 2 were in 2016. Ian is proud to be a 
K9 handler with NORSAR — he enjoys our 
SAR community and is proud to respond to 
searches for the Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Office. As the K9 Training Coordinator for 
NORSAR, he enjoys training dogs and help-
ing train K9s of all levels. He looks forward 
to helping new handlers learn how to work 
with their dogs and enjoy search and rescue 
as much as he does.

Keith Gillespie
Keith Gillespie works full time as a 

Firefighter/Paramedic for the Albany Fire 
Department in Albany, Oregon. He has 
been in the Northwest since 1979. On his 
days off, Keith is seasonally found kayak-
ing or rafting the Pacific Northwest Rivers. 
With over 20 years’ experience in diving, 
river rescue, emergency medical services, 
firefighting, hazardous materials, technical 
rescue, search and rescue, and whitewater 
boating, he is committed to safety — using 
progressive techniques and equipment while 
maintaining the high standards recognized 
in the rescue industry. He is uniquely able 

to impact a casual instructional style to help 
learn technical skill sets. Having spent time 
in the U.S. Army, he has had his share of 
experiences and training. Shortly after start-
ing a career with Albany Fire department he 
began adding Rescue 3 International to his 
credentials. He is now an Instructor Trainer 
and the Regional Director for AK, WA and 
OR for Rescue 3 International. Keith has 
traveled throughout most of the United 
States and even a few parts of the world 
teaching. Oregon is where he calls home.

Phillip Graf
Phillip Graf has been a Clark County (WA) 

Dive Rescue (CCDRT) Team Leader since 
September 2013; he is also the Training 
Officer, a post to which he was appointed 
in September 2005. Graf has also been a 
Deputy Sheriff and the Dive Team Liaison 
for the Klamath County Sheriff’s Office since 
2005. In addition to these responsibilities, he 
is a Chaplain for the CCDRT.

Graf began diving in 1968, became an 
active scuba diving educator (instructor) in 
1984 and an instructor trainer in 2002. He 
teaches public-safety diving for Emergency 
Response Diving International (ERDI) and 
Divers Alert Network diving first aid for pro-
fessional divers’ courses. He also instructs 
for the American Safety and Health Institute 
(ASHI) and Medic First Aid International 
(MFA).

Graf has traveled and consulted with dive 
teams in California, Oregon, Indiana, Illinois, 
New Jersey, Maine, Arizona, Idaho and 
South Carolina to train various government 
agencies, county volunteer departments, 
inspectors, emergency management teams, 
special operations sections, fire depart-
ments, city police, sheriff’s offices, dive and 
special rescue, rescue swimmers, fire and 
EMS teams. He enjoys teaching along with 
the interaction and exchange of knowledge 
between peers.
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Edwin Grant
Edwin Grant has over 28 years’ law 

enforcement and K9 experience. He was 
assigned to the largest manhunt in the 
U.S. for three years — working with all 
federal, state, and local agencies on the 
Eric Rudolph Olympic and serial bomber 
case. Edwin also worked K9 search and 
recovery for 9/11 and major hurricanes. He 
has worked all disciplines of scent-detection 
dogs, narcotics-dog training for 12 years, 
ATF arson and accelerant dogs for 8 years, 
trailing and cadaver dogs for 27 years.

He is an expert witness in grave detec-
tion and analysis as well as water search 
and recovery. Edwin has been credited with 
over 100 water finds and recoveries. He has 
been involved in many high-profile cases 
for the FBI, SBI, and the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children. He was 
awarded the NC Governor Award for Officer 
of the Year, The Southeast Officer of the 
Year Award, The Shikar Safari Award, The 
Sophia Silva Award for the saving of human 
lives, and the FBI award for Exceptional 
Service in the Public Interest. Edwin has 
been involved in over a thousand searches, 
and has instructed, coordinated, and trained 
K9’s all over the United States and around 
the world. Grant is the co-owner of Search 
Recovery Consultants.

Dan Griffin
Dan Griffin is the owner of 2Xplore, a 

Northwest company providing safety training 
and education to the Overland community. 
Dan is also a career Firefighter Paramedic, 
with over 25 years in the fire and EMS 
services. He is an avid backcountry traveler 
and leader, and has led many vehicle recov-
eries and holds certification by the NFPA in 
Rope and Vehicle rescue.

 

Scott Hammond
Scott C. Hammond is a Professor of 

Management in the Jon Huntsman School 
of Business at Utah State University and a 
volunteer search and rescue worker (K-9). 
He recently received a “Breaking the Frame” 
award from the Western Academy of Man-
agement, and is the award-winning author 
of Lessons of the Lost: Finding Hope and 
Resilience in Work, Life and the Wilderness. 
Scott’s research on lost person behavior has 
been heard nationally on the Hugh Hewitt 
Show, NPR, and other radio networks, and 
he has been quoted by Newsweek, Fast 
Company, The Denver Post, the Jewish 
World Times, and other major media outlets. 
In 2016 Scott has spoken to SAR and first 
responder groups throughout the US, in 
England and in Africa.

Rod Hill
Rod Hill has been a meteorologist in 

the Portland market since 1999. A gradu-
ate of the University of Missouri, Rod is a 
multiple Emmy Award Winner for the Pacific 
Northwest Region and is a three time recipi-
ent of the Associate Press award for best 
weathercast in Oregon. He currently is the 
morning Sunrise meteorologist at KGW-TV. 
Rod is also the founder and chief meteorolo-
gist for PortlandWeather.com — the only 
local website developed and operated by a 
local meteorologist in the Portland area. He 
lives in Vancouver, Washington with his wife 
and daughter, and hits the golf course as 
often as possible!

 
Matt Jacobs
Matt Jacobs is a W-EMT with the Bay 

Area Mountain Rescue Unit and Tahoe 
Nordic Search and Rescue. He has devel-
oped a series of high-resolution nationwide 
maps that are used by several popular 
smartphone applications, as well as the 

recreational trip planning site caltopo and its 
SAR-specific variant sartopo.com.

Brian Jensen
Sgt. Brian Jensen began his career in 

Law Enforcement as a Police Officer in the 
City of North Bend in 1994. He came to 
Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office in 1998. 
Sergeant Jensen has held a variety of posi-
tions that include K9 handler, Motor Deputy, 
Drug Recognition Expert, SWAT, Patrol Ser-
geant, Detective Sergeant, and now holds 
the position of Public Information Officer for 
the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office.

Jerry King
Jerry King has been a Land Surveyor for 

38 years and recently retired as the City 
Surveyor for Lake Oswego. He has been a 
member of Pacific Northwest Search and 
Rescue for 3 years.

 
Stephen Korpi
Stephen Korpi is the President and a co-

founder of North Oregon Regional Search 
and Rescue (NORSAR) and has been in-
volved in K9 search and rescue since 2002. 
As a team member, he has been involved 
in the training of K9s and members, and 
certified his own K9 in wilderness air scent. 
Stephen has been on countless searches 
as a support member and handler in Oregon 
and Washington utilizing K9s for air scent, 
trailing, human remains detection and water 
recovery.

John Krummenacker
John Krummenacker is a sergeant with 

the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office in 
the Patrol Division. John is the supervisor 
of the Emergency Medical Team and has 
a background in both civilian and military 
emergency medicine.
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Bill Loud
Bill Loud has been a Garmin Regional 

Trainer for nine years. In addition to hand-
held GPS units, Bill also trains on Garmin’s 
dog, running, cycling, marine and automo-
tive products.

Craig McClure
Craig McClure has been active in search 

and rescue in the Pacific Northwest for 10 
years as a searcher, manager, and instruc-
tor. Craig is trained/certified as an EMT and 
an MRA Rescue Leader . Residing in Cen-
tral Oregon, he is a Reserve Deputy working 
seasonally for the Deschutes County 
Sheriff’s Office, former team leader of the 
DCSSAR Incident Management Team, and 
a SAR Manager. He remains active as a 
responder — specializing in medical callouts 
and winter response as a skilled back-
country skier and snowmobiler. He is the 
principal partner in Crackerjack Response 
Specialists LLC. CFRS LLC is a training and 
service team providing contract event and 
remote medical services as well as training 
for first responders working in the wilder-
ness environment. CFRS LLC is a licensed 
EMS agency and contracts nationally for 
both medical and training services.

Craig is a member of the OSSA SARAC 
Curriculum and Standards Committee and 
co-author and instructor for the Oregon 
Ground Search Management class. He is 
also a certified instructor for Lost Person 
Behavior and Managing Land Search 
Operations. He has instructed for SARCon, 
WASAR, OSSA, OSP, NPS, USFS, NC 
Emergency Management, and other agen-
cies throughout the U.S.

He has proudly attended or instructed at 
every Northwest SARCon.

Blake Miller
Blake Miller received significant hands-on 

navigational training during his 20 years of 
service in the U.S. Navy. He has taught map 
and compass, GPS and wilderness survival 
classes in Central Oregon since 1998. As a 
part-time faculty member at Central Oregon 
Community College, he currently teaches 
land navigation classes to Natural Resource 
students. He has been an active member 
of the Deschutes County’s Search and 
Rescue (SAR) team since 2009. Blake is 
also a featured speaker at the Washington 
SAR conference, Central Oregon Sports-
man Show, various community groups, and 
Cabelas. His articles have been published in 
several national magazines and he writes a 
monthly navigation column for seattleback-
packersmagazine.com. 

Fernando Moreira
Fernando Moreira Is a member of nine 

SAR teams in Nevada, California, Texas, 
Hawaii, and Oregon for tracking, and he 
also works with SWAT teams across the 
country on manhunts and crime-scene in-
vestigations. Fernando has been involved in 
tracking for over 40 years and has assisted 
law enforcement in large manhunts for cop 
killers, escapees and child abductors.

 
Kerry Noland
Kerry Noland is a Lead Paramedic and 

currently works for American Medical Re-
sponse NW in Clackamas County, Oregon. 
Noland has 21 years of EMS experience, 
and joined the AMR Reach and Treat Team 
in 2001. Kerry is a Team Administrator and 
Training Academy Coordinator for both new 
recruits and current members of the Reach 
and Treat Team. Kerry also has extensive 
SAR experience with the National Park 
Service and brings that experience to the 
Reach and Treat Team to increase the over-
all safety and success of the team.

OHSTAR
Formed in 2000, the Oregon Humane 

Society Technical Animal Rescue (OHSTAR) 
team is a skilled group of volunteers 
dedicated to animal rescue. The team 
has been featured internationally in news 
and magazines, and is best-known for its 
high-angle technical rope rescues of dogs 
off cliffs. The team also uses technical rope 
systems to rescue cats in trees and has 
helped the Audubon Society of Portland with 
placement and rescue of birds in trees. The 
OHSTAR team provides public outreach and 
education with regards to pet emergency 
preparedness as well as safety and general 
preparedness for hiking/camping with your 
dog. OHSTAR assists the Oregon Humane 
Society’s Investigations department with 
hoarding cases, puppy mills, cruelty cases, 
and emergency animal shelter care. The 
OHSTAR team gets deployed nationally, in 
partnership with the ASPCA, to large-scale 
cruelty cases and also natural-disaster 
events such as Hurricane Katrina, the Joplin 
Tornado, and Superstorm Sandy.

Joe Rabinowitz
Joe Rabinowitz is a Lead Paramedic 

and currently works for American Medi-
cal Response NW in Clackamas County 
Oregon on the Reach and Treat Team. He 
has 15 years’ EMS experience, and joined 
the Reach and Treat Team in 2009. Joe has 
quickly been gaining the necessary skills 
and experience to be one of the most reli-
able members and leaders of the team. Joe 
has been extensively involved in outdoor 
recreation for many years and considers 
himself an amateur botanist. He is quickly 
able to answer most botanical questions as 
they arise during trainings or missions.
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Michelle Renault
Michelle Renault is a 911 Supervisor with 

Hood River County, and has been employed 
with them for 18 years. Michelle lives in the 
Gorge with her husband Mike, where they 
enjoy volunteering for the local fire depart-
ment and teaching CPR and First Aid to the 
local responders.

Jerry Richert
Jerry Richert is a 17-year veteran and a 

Captain in the Special Operations Division 
for the Indianapolis Fire Department. He is 
also a Corporate Trainer for Dive Rescue 
International. Jerry has worked in tactical 
rescue houses most of his career. He is 
currently the coordinator for the dive and 
rope rescue divisions for his fire department. 
A majority of his time with Indianapolis Fire 
is spent on training and the equipment. Ap-
proximately 5 times a year, Jerry spends his 
time traveling for Dive Rescue International 
training fire, police, rescue squads and other 
public-safety agencies in multiple disciplines 
related to water rescue.

 
Marcel Rodriguez
Marcel Rodriguez is a volunteer Search 

& Rescue Team Member and Rope Team 
Leader with Pacific Northwest Search and 
Rescue in Portland, Oregon. Marcel cur-
rently holds qualifications as an EMT/WEMT, 
Advanced Swiftwater Rescue Technician 
and Technical Rope Rescue-Technician 
Level Instructor for Rescue3. When not 
engaged in teaching and SAR activities, 
Marcel works in mergers & acquisitions for 
an international software company.

Jeff Salzer
Jeff Salzer became involved with ATVs 

while living in Alaska, during this time he 
used them for many trips into to the back-
country with river crossings, glacier riding, 

beaches, mud flats and even plowing snow. 
In 2005 he moved to Washington State 
where he joined an ATV/snow machine unit 
located in Pierce County, Washington. While 
with this unit he received extensive training 
and experience from the unit and worked 
directly with Pierce County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies. Jeff eventually became a unit 
trainer and the ATV coordinator for that unit.

In 2012 Jeff’s unit was disbanded and 
he switched over to the Pierce County SAR 
4x4 Unit with the intention of re-activating 
ATVs in Pierce County. After working with 
the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office they 
were able to have nine members certified 
field-ready and able to respond in June of 
2012. Jeff is currently the ATV Trainer for 
Pierce County SAR 4x4 Unit and recently 
became to Training Coordinator for all the 
unit’s training.

Jeff firmly believes that ATVs have a 
place in the SAR environment and can be 
used in a safe, efficient, and professional 
manner in a variety of ways to support many 
different types of SAR needs.

Chad Schroll
Chad Schroll has been an employee at 

Warn Industries for 25 years. His first 5 
years were spent as a machinist, followed 
by 15 years in the test lab, specializing in 
vehicle testing, and over the past 5 years 
he has worked in Marketing as a Systems 
Specialist. In past years, Chad has been 
involved with Stop Oregon Litter and Vandal-
ism (SOLVE) and the Clackamas County 
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) on abandoned 
vehicle recoveries. Chad continues to work 
within Warn Industries development, fitment, 
and marketing teams to bring innovative and 
reliable products to the recovery field.

Ken Snell
Ken Snell has spent 42 years with the 

U.S. Forest Service in wildland fire, and 
has since retired. He has been a member 
of Pacific Northwest Search and Rescue for 
the past 4 years.

 
Corey Stone
Corey Stone is a SAR Coordinator with 

the Washington County Sheriff’s Office in 
Oregon. Stone has been a SAR field team 
member for twenty-three years and a SAR 
Coordinator for the last 19 years. He has 
been instructing various SAR related skills 
for two decades with a specialization in 
land navigation; high and low angle rope 
access and rope rescue; and managing land 
search operations. Stone has taught land 
navigation classes to SAR organizations, 
narcotics enforcement, SWAT teams, fire 
command, wildland fire personnel and the 
public. He has been an instructor at several 
MLSO courses in Oregon and presented at 
Northwest SARCon since 2010.

Luke Tessner
Luke Tessner has over 15 years of law-

enforcement and K9-handling experience 
with the Clare County Sheriff’s Department 
in Michigan, and over 20 years of experi-
ence training K9s. In 2012, he became an 
assistant instructor with the International 
Bloodhound Training Institute and Sleuth 
Hounds, LLC, becoming a full instructor in 
2013. Luke has attended and taught many 
seminars all over the United States. He has 
also been featured in the book How to Train 
a Police Bloodhound and Scent Discriminat-
ing Patrol Dog, 2nd Edition by Kevin Kocher.
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Colin Thielen
Colin Thielen is a Partner with Sleuth 

Hounds, LLC. She has trained numerous 
dogs for herself and others. She is a K9 
trainer and handler instructor for Sleuth 
Hounds. She specializes in training mantrail-
ing and scent-detection K9s. Colin has 
attended numerous schools and seminars 
focusing on dog behavior and drive. She 
served as Chief and Deputy Chief of HEMSI 
Search Dog Unit in Huntsville, Alabama and 
was also a Canine Specialist with Alabama 
Heavy Rescue-1. She has relocated to 
Northern Virginia where she runs the Sleuth 
Hound training facility and works cases for 
law enforcement in Northern Virginia and 
The District of Columbia. She is currently 
working her human remains K9 Izzy, and 
is in the process of training her new trailing 
dog Wheezie.

Nathan Thompson
Sgt. Nathan Thompson works for the 

Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office as a Ser-
geant — and previously as a Marine Patrol 
Deputy for over six years and a Search and 
Rescue Coordinator for seven years. He is 
an instructor in jet-boat operations, whitewa-
ter drift-boat operations, and kayaking. He 
has certifications as a Swift Water Rescue 
Technician and an Emergency Medical First 
Responder. He is currently a member of a 
type 1 FEMA swiftwater flood rescue team.

Adam Tingey
Adam Tingey works for the Clackamas 

County Sheriff’s Office as a Marine Patrol 
Deputy. He previously worked as a U.S. Air 
Force Pararescueman for over 9 years. He 
is certified as a Swift Water Rescue Techni-
cian, Dive Rescue Technician and an EMT 
Paramedic. He is also a member of a type 1 
FEMA swiftwater flood rescue team.

Johnnie Walter
Johnnie Walter has been a law-enforce-

ment officer for 26 years and a supervisor 
for 17 years. He has held many positions 
within the department and has had the op-
portunity to work many high-profile cases in 
the nation’s capital. He is currently assigned 
as Canine Supervisor/Handler of a Patrol/
Narcotics Detection Canine and a blood-
hound that is used for mantrailing. He was 
previously assigned as the Canine Training 
Sergeant, which oversees the daily opera-
tion of the unit which consists of approxi-
mately 40 K9 teams.

When Walter became interested in learn-
ing scent-discrimination trailing, he reached 
out to Kevin Kocher, who began teaching 
him the “Kocher Method” of training. Walter 
taught his Patrol K9 trailing before his 
agency had a bloodhound program, and 
eventually convinced his agency to start 
a bloodhound program — after which he 
became the first bloodhound handler in the 
50-plus years of their K9 Unit. Through his 

continued efforts in learning, he became an 
Assistant Instructor for Sleuth Hounds, LLC 
and worked his way up to Instructor. Today 
he continues to work as a law-enforcement 
officer with his two canine partners and 
trains with numerous law-enforcement agen-
cies in the metropolitan region. He has also 
evaluated and certified canines for other 
agencies in detector, patrol and trailing.

Ron Wright
Ron Wright has 25 years of experience 

in the communications and electronics 
industry, which has provided a unique back-
ground to discuss the application of GPS, 
two-way radios, satellite communications 
and electronic safety equipment. Ron lives 
on the Oregon coast with his wife and three 
beautiful children when he isn’t travelling 
throughout Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming, and Alaska to work 
with businesses and government agencies 
to prepare for the unexpected or extended 
communications.
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